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TRUCK DRT\rER'S DICTIONARY
.j'1. 

..- '...'

1. Carrier * An organizationthat hauls cargo by truck ' ..-,,"
2- Combination Yehicle - A trailer combined with a tractor or a straight truck;;j....
3. CMV- Commercial Motor Vehicle .i.:l.'i".'t4- Straight truck - A single unit truck with the engine, cab, and cargo cornda'r.irnent

all on the same frame i:,ij5. Trailer - A vehicle built for hauling cargo j: r.;.:i
6. Truck Trailer - A vehicle used to pull one or more vehicles,.si'c*i'as a semi-

trailer :-': : j

7. Engine controls - Start the engine and shut it down i'',"'";t'it''
8. Primary vehicle controls - Allow the driver to control the triicf
9. Seatbelts - A safety restraint required by law for driW.rs.'4nd passengers of all

vehicles -""1;"""i1"
10. Secondary vehicle controls - Do not affect trrg:.tig':i- plwer or movement but

help the driver' s vi s ion, communication, comfort,' ['nd' lafety
11. Carrier's Time record - a record maint4rniid:by the carrier that records a

driver's duty status ..il:'. ::l
12. Driver's Daily Log, Driver's Log - Jtt0-j:ino'st commonly used record of duty

status for drivers ;...''...j.,'

13. Driving time - all time spent at the co.ntibi's of the rig
14. Hours of Service - the amount of e.sryou may spend on duty
15. Just in Time (JIT) delivery ry!4bri:l"u method of strlppnf that gets rid of the

costly overhead of warehousing.stllck
16. Sleeper berth time - time spiifitjbsting in an approved type of sleeper berth
17. En-route Inspection - a...ri.gi]"tontrol and instrument check while driving and a

check of critical items at.dac:lt stop
1 8. DOT - Department.sf.Ti'arisporration
19. Federal Motor C$'{ridi Safety Regulations (FMCSR) - Federal laws that

regulate commercial.v6hicle operation
20. Pre-trip fnspd-i.itop - a systematic parts and system check made before each trip
21. Post-trip rnspiestion - a thorough check of the rig ar the end of a trip
22. Vehicle QoS'dition Report (VCR) * a written report that a driver must fill out

listing aqj,:'.p.roblems or defect noted while he or she was driving the rig
23. Air iri.iiliii system - delivers fresh air to the cylinders. An air cleaner removes

dirf".*lipt, and water from the fresh air
24. Akieii'- connect the wheels to the rest of the rig and support the weight of the

vehicle and its cargo
25. Braking system * used to slow or stop the rig. The braking system uses service

brakes, secondary brakes, and parking brakes
26. Cooling system * keeps the temperature down in the engine
27. Coupling system - connects the tractor to the trailer
28. Dead axle * an axle that is not powered
29. Differential - transfers driving power to the wheels through the drive axle shafts

.j"'-J:



30. Drive train - takes the power generated by the engine and applies it to the ii.i;
tractor's rear wheels .1,...;,

31. Electrical system - provides electricity to power the charging, cranking, igniti-on;;....;."'

lighting and accessory circuits ... "'.,i'

32. Exhaust system - expels used gases after combustion (burning) ::i;: ,
33. Fifth wheel - aflat disk on the tractor that the kingpin of the trailer fitsiir.iki"io

couple the tractor to the trailer ,.11;i;'-:1''
34. Frameless construction - the exterior of the van or tank is the wei€ift:rarrying

part instead of the frame tt ",
35. Fuel system - regulates the amount of fuel that is sent to the,.ii+-biile and how

often it is injected into the cylinders ...::;:'..i..:.::''
36. Internal combustion engine - burns fuel within encld,$.q*.Xhambers called

cylinders :.... 
':"'i

37. Lubrication system - distributes oil between the movingipigts to keep them from
rubbing together .,.;';::::;:'i

38. Pyrometer - gauge that measures the temperature,iof;. Xhaust gases
39. Steering system - the system that lets the driver qontiol the movement of the rig
40. Suspension system - supports, distributes, anrllb'ai*es the weight of the truck
41. Tire tread - the part of the tire that makes cdhta0t with the road
42. Start-up - the routine followed for sta4ipg.in.bngine
43. Warm-up - the period of time after stdrti'n$'the engine but before moving the rig
44. Articulation - movement between..tyro"sEparate 

"parts, 
such as a tractor and a

trailer .,...r:'.'.:.,'',.i't
45. Cool-down - the period after stciBiirrg'a rig but before turning off the engine
46. Idling - letting the engine ruq..wlrile'ttre rig is not moving
47. Off-tracking - the shorter p}th'the rear wheels of a trailer take when making a

tum - ,"...1:::r'

48. Automatic transmission.*.bne that, when set for a certain speed range, will not
exceed that speed.a4d.itlie'engine automatically shifts through the gears until it
reaches that spee{' r...i.;

49. Manual transmiisiori - one that must be shifted by the driver through the
different gearg''A4lutch must be used

50. Non synchrgiiii'od transmission - one that does not have thin plates between the
gears to Eq.g+t.ih shifting. The driver must double-clutch

51. Semi-autiitithtic transmission - one that is essentially a manual transmission, but
uses.el'.-L';fi;j'nic controls to automate some of the g.u. thuttg.t

52. Sin'Chliinized transmission - one that has thin plates between the gears called
s;inhlirbn i zers. Al I ows sh i ft ing wi tho ut do ubl e-c I utching

53. 45-degree angle parking - an alley dock backing technique in which the rig is
pulled forward at a 45-degree angle to the target, then backed in

54. Articulated vehicle - a vehicle that contains a pivot point. In the case of a

tractor-trailer, it is the point where the tractor and trailer are coupled
55. Blind-side backing - backing toward the right (blind) side of the rig
56. Driver-side backing - backing toward the left (driver) side of the rig. Also called

sight-side backing



57. Maneuver - to make a series of planned changes of direction a vehicle is moving ii:::for a specific purpose 
.,....'lt:.::''

58. Straight back parking - an alley dock backing technique in which the rig'igl.j':.""
pulled forward so that the rear is facing the target, then backed in "",.:'.:'''

59. boupling- joining a tractor to a trailer ',."..... "'

60. Fifth wheel - the tractor support plate and locking jaws for the trailer kingii.iiii""'
61. Gtad hand - a device that connects the air lines ...;.;i;.-.''
62. Landing gear - a support for the trailer to rest on when uncoupled . :-:j,.t
63. Uncoupling - separating a tractor from a trailer , l11...',

64. Convex Mirror - a curved mirror that gives the driver a wide-giigle:'view to the
rear of the rig ..:.ir..i-::r'

65. Environment - the area around the rig that you must see,l.tisat', feel, and sense
when driving

66. Plane Mirror - a flat mirror for seeing to the rear of the!i!'.,
67. Systematic seeing - a driver's visual search pattern.'.t-lihl.lielps him or her know

what to look at, what to look for, and where to loqk.:,..''.,:'''
68. Communication - telling other drivers what Vou+ie.going to do
69. Reflective triangle - a warning device canr.qdrsh..big rigs that is placed to warn

other drivers when the rig is stopped. It is ugddtl.lr,bright orange with red borders
70. Space management - keeping a cushion'b,f'riirraround the rig at all times
71. Btack ice - a thin layer of ice clear enotflr.'tO t.t you see the road underneath
72. Driver reaction distance - the distanc; ytiur rig travels during the time it takes to

identifu ahazard .,.. i..j.';':r.r
73. Field of vision - everything ygt;:pd see (front and both sides) while looking

straight ahead
74. Gravity - the force that pull+.ihirr'gs toward the center of the earth
75. Hydroplaning - a road cpii{$ian in which a thin film of water separates the tires

from the road and the rlg.iitiply slides along on top of the water
76. Managing your tff:{.i'*.:.aOiusting your speed for the road, weather, and traffic

conditions ii..:j
77. Speed - the rate of'nrotion of your rig
78. Speeding - dfi.yl$.g faster than the legal or posted speed limit or driving too fast

for the condifibris"
79.Total stqp.fliii€ distance - the driver reaction distance plus the vehicle braking

distancei r'j,:i.'

80. Tracti'bil-the contact between the tires and the road surface
31. V,€hiitfi'braking distance - the distance your rig travels from the time you apply

pielSL'ie to the brake pedal until the rig stops
82. Fatigue - being weary and tired
83. Glare - shine with a harsh light
84. Overdriving - driving at a speed that will not let you stop within your sight

distance
85. Vision - the ability to see, or sight
86. Auxiliary brakes or speed retarders - devices that reduce the rig's speed

without using the service brakes
87. Chain control area - a highway area on which it is illegal to drive without chains



88. Escape ramps - areas used to stop runaway rigs by either sinking the rig in loose ii:l
gravel or sand or sending it up an incline .1,...;i

89. Extreme driving conditions - the worst possible driving conditions .:."::::...::t"'

90. Jackknife - a type of accident in which the tractor and trailer turn to make- a V-.i'
shape t:..-''..

91. Button hook - when a driver swings out to the left to gain turning spuce','6,Qfdi.

starting a right turn r..:-.;'t""
92. Centrifugal force - the force that pushes a vehicle offthe road in a gulYg,r

93. Clue - anything that alerts you to a possible hazard r-'.: ",
94. Conflict - when a vehicle is on a collision course with an object:Qi;another road

user ,.::;i:.i..-''
95. Hazard - any road condition or road user (driver, cyclist, p-ii$e.dtrian, or animal)

that presents a possible danger to you or your rig
96. Scene - the surroundings, or environment, in whic'.hi.'$q driver operates. It

includes the road conditions, weather, scenery, peop.lpi;aiiiinals, and other road

USerS .:,i.1:'...'.r "

nt 
lil3,lJ,:X.d"#*nce 

- rerers to anv ."":.'.:.'ffng under the innuence or

98. Counter steering - turning sharply in one d.itEciion and then quickly turning back

in the other direction .r':::-'::."..]
99. Defensive driving - driving to avoid 6r. gdt'out of problems that may be created

by other drivers
100. Secondary collision - u 

".pt$bf.gf, 
that results from either being involved in

an accident or taking evasive actioii'lp avoid an emergency
101. Centrifugal force - lF rytC'e 

that pushes objects away from the center of
rotation i....',;."-

102. Drive wheel skid.,+.;(.ffnctor jackknife) a skid that occurs when the tractor
drive wheels lose tractioft..:-.,1

103. Force of moti6il#'movement determined by the weight and speed of an

object as it moves.'hlirri$"
I04. Power skiit'*'d skid that happens when the drive wheels spin and the rear

of the tractor tfidv.es sidewavs
t0tuno,n"r*l11.i.F,bi.:i.tar.rion - the friction occurring when one surface rolls over

106. .giiiiii,s traction - the friction occurring when one surface slides across

anothei':...""
107. ii'i:;lWheel load - the downward force of weight on a wheel
108. '...:::::.'Accident packet - grven by most companies to drivers to help them

handle their responsibilities at the scene of an accident. Packets usually contain

basic instructions for handling the scene of an accident, a preliminary accident
report or memo, and witness cards

109. Center for Disease Control (CDC) - agency to be notified if a cargo spill
is a disease causing agent

110. Chemical transportation emergency center (CHEMTREC) - tells
emergency personnel what they need to know to take care of a chemical problem.



It is also helps make the proper notifications and supplies the
personnel with expert technical assistance

111. First Aid - immediate and temporary care given to a
professional help arrives

II2. Hazardous materials Incident report - a written report that mbs!'..be
Ll^:-- 1E )----:CLl- ^-- :- ^,- -,-:-- L' ,-)-f ,-' 1^--- -f t- - -,,J,--' -^^-.^,-:-r:""'i";'filed within 15 days if there is an unintended release of hazardous materials:::;,"

113. National h."rpoo*" Center - helps coordinate the emergency'.fOiitis in
response to major chemical hazards . i.;:j,:114. U.S. Coast Guard National Response Center - h*'.l.W.."eoordinate
emergency forces in response to chemical hazards ..;:.i;i'']115. Air operated release - the device on a fifth wheg!.ith.df:.allows you to
release the locking mechanism on the sliding fifth whee{.-hy..inoving the fifth
wheel release lever in the cab to the unlocked position ja.. 

':"'r

116. Frame Rails - steel beams that run the length of'[lr5itractor and trailer
I17. Inner bridge - the distance between the centq{dttfie'rearmost tractor axle

and the center of the leading trailer axle .:ii'.:;....'1'.''

I 18. Lug lever - the device that unlocks lockir.l!-'hgs on a sliding tandem axle
119. Manual release - the device on a fifth'.tvtibel that allows you to release, or

unlock, the sliding mechanism by pushing q5$iriling a release handle
120. Maneuverabitity - the ability..of'the.'tractor-trailer to change direction

while moving r' ; i..ivr rllrv urv Y ur6

l2l. Off-tracking - when the rear..whti'€'is of a tractor-trailer follow a different
path than the front wheels while

122. Outer-bridge - the di the center of the forward tractor
tandem and the rearmost trailer.

Release - the devic. ifrtl-unto"ks locking pins on a sliding fifth wheel

loaded trailer,'i,{iidjs fixed in that position
127. ArtieUlj.t6- consisting of segments separated by joints
128. nq-f$!:F a wall that holes in it through which the liquid can flow in a

tanker .,i,tj
l2g. ..,.1i.Bgi'i.nead - a solid wall that divides a large tank into smaller tanks
1 3 0 . .t'ii::; :'High center of gravity - the bulk of the iveight of the load is high off the

groriild
131. Liquid surge - the wave action of the cargo in a tanker
132. Over length load - cargo that is longer than the legal limit permits
133. Overweight load - cargo that weights more than the legal limit permits
134. Over width load - cargo that is wider than the legal limits permits
135. Smoothbore tank- atank has no bulkheads or baffles
136. Preventive maintenance - servicing that is done at regular intervals on a

truck

123. Release - the device..fHtt-tjnlocks locking pins on a sliding fifth wheel
124. Slides - sliding assdui$Iies for the fifth wheel and the tandem axle
125. Sliding fifth wlih.l,$"- fifth wheels that are attached to sliding bracket

a ssembl ies and can.be riitrv'ed
126. Stationary-{hh'bn".l - a fifth wheel that is placed to get the best weight

distribution betwe-bn.the tractor's steer axle and the drive axle(s) of a property



137. Routine servicing - tasks that can be done by drivers, such as add fuel, t'i::t::
oil, and coolant, or drain the moisture from the fuel and air systems ..;.,...i:.:' 

"

138. Scheduled preventive maintenance - servicing that is based upon tlfnE'..,:':i."'
...,. 

]:or mileage since the last scheduled maintenance
l3g. Unscheduled maintenance and repair - occurs when ur,."-iri;.tted"'

breakdowns or emergencies require immediate maintenance ii...,l"
140. Vehicte Condition Report (VCR) - a daily written report filed"witli the

supervisor by each driver that states the true condition of each truc.k',fhby drove
that day ";t.",'

141. Maintenance policy - guidelines companies set up thaf:t:d$''drivers and

mechanics what their responsibilities are in servicing qq"4:.p,4itihtaining their
vehicles i....,,*.!

142. Malfunction - when apafior system does not wqf.k piUberly
143. Troubleshoot - search out the source of a probleh,Aqd to attempt to solve

it ..;'::;;i::t144. Dunnage - a filler material loaded in eqiph. siiaces to keep cargo from
moving or falling '.;1'.-:'

145. Federal Regulations for HazardousrMii'eiials Transport - federal laws
that regulate the manner in which hazardou+tiihtbrials must be shipped

146. FMCS& section 392.9 - the.p$rt:::of'the federal law that protects the
driver by prohibiting driving a truck thdt.is.i.rot loaded or secured properly

I47. General Knowledge Test - thp written test all CDL applicants must take
to see how much they know about.t$b..'ldws regulating the trucking industry

148. Hazardous material - m+tp+?il that may pose a risk to health, safety, and
property while being transportsd'....."'

149. Ilazardous Materiatii'Eddorsement - an endorsement an a CDL that all
drivers who transport hazai.iib. iiS material must obtain

150. Tank vehicles Eriikiisement - an endorsement on a CDL that all drivers
who transport liquids,m.'b.uit must obtain

151. Bitl of Lad{g'i'i contract between a shipper and a canier
152. COD shipinerits - shipments in which the driver Collects payment On

Delivery for ftilist or cargo and freight
153. Oocgsi.q.iiiition - the papers that accompany shipments and provide an

accurate.l-ecjiii{ of the cargo. In some cases, it also serves as a contract for the
transpofiatl0n servlces

154. . ,:';.ni'6ignt Bills - bills prepared by the carrier from the Bill of lading that
mtrst:..F,p'rigned by the consignee before the cargo can be unloaded and indicate
vr*retftdr the charges are prepaid or COD

155. Identification (ID) number - four-digit numbers used to identifu all
hazardous materials

156. Interline carrier - one that accepts or delivers shipments for only part of
the trip. Another carrier either begins or completes the trip

Flazmat labels - labels resembling small placards that are placed on157.
packages near the proper shipping name and identification number

158. Order notify shipment - one in which payment for the goods is made
when the driver gets a copy of the Order Notifu Bill of Lading from the consignee



159. Prepaid shipments - ones in which the transportation charges are paid at ii:f
the shipping point .i;::1"'

160. Placards - diamond-shaped signs (10-314 " on a side) that tell the hazprd'....'.:"'

class of the shipment and are displayed on each side of the vehicle "". lr

16l. Pro numbers - preprinted nurnbers on freight b;llr ;h",;." often usill.Io'
identifi the freight bill ,,:';:;: '

!62. Security seals - seals placed on cargo containers by shippers that*i6 not
let the driver fully inspect the load i-:j t163. Transportation charges - fees for transportation services.'lf'...-:'

164. Blood Alcohol Content (BAC) the amount of,.iiltlshol in the
bloodsffeam. Determines the level of intoxication ...:..j:.il''165. Fatigue - being very tired from overwork, stress, or'lfrblt..6f sleep

166. Federal Bridge Formula - a formula used to {lguie"permissible gross

loads. It is also requires minimum distances between tho'fi4btor and trailer axles
167. Fuel Tax - a tax based on the number of mihJ"tfui$en in that state that is

paid by the carrier to each state .lli.:;;,..;;r''

168. Inner bridge - the distance between anyitWo.:following axles. Determines
weight limits '', t'-'.:i

169. International Registration Plan (Sp)..* an agreement among the states

and Canadian provinces for paying .5q$fsilration fees that are based on the
percentage of miles operated in each stirtti'ofprovince

nA. Interstate Operating authoqify -"issued by the DOT and permits trucks
to cross state lines .... i::;i;.t

l7l. Over-The-Road - cargo..'id.tr'atiled on regular routes. Drivers may be away
for a week or more ...';:..::,r

172. Long-Distance Tran$$brt - cargo is transported from a point of origin to
one or more distant destinriti$iis

173. National Systeni.:..of Interstate Highways also known as the
Designated System..oi.',"Ftrttional Network. Consists of the Interstates and many
additional multi-lair'irxl#iaeO highways, such as the U.S. routes.

1,74. Outer briilge'- the distance from the center of the steering axle to the
center of the t4!f.d. in the combination. Determines weight limits.

175. Safe;.,.{.1yCn - an area approved in writing by local, state, or federal
officials in.tfiibh unattended vehicles carrying Class A or Class B explosives may

be parkEft.j
176. ....- ..'W6ight Distance Tax - also called a mileage tax, ton-mile tax or axle tax.

A'td}.,paid by the carrier that is based on the annual ton mileage
177 . ''....:.'.:..i Driver image - the impression a truck driver makes on other people
178 Employer-employee relations - how you, as a truck driver, get along

with the public
179. Test Study Books - books sold by Career Publishing Inc. that will help

you study for and pass your CDL tests


