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THE OFFICIAL
TRUCK HANDBOOK

FOR TRUCK DRIVERS

This handboaok is only a guide. For official purposes, please refer to the
Ontario Highway Traffic Act and regulations, the Truck Transportation

Act and regulations, the Dangerous Goods Act and Federal Motor Vehicle
Transpore Act.

Professional drivers in Ontario can promote road safety by driving with sidl | -=
and consideration for others. A

Disponsible en frangais
Demandez le «Guide officiel des camionss

Driving is a privilege — not a right




Introduction

This handbook is designed to help people applying for a dass A or D driver’s licence, It contains the information you need to
miet the standards for those licences, and sets out the skills you will be expected to perform during a driving rest.

In addition to the rules of the road, ruck drivers need to have special operating skills and know the laws governing trucks.
They are also expected o demonstrate sate driving practices.

The Ministry of Transportation (MTO) is committed to making Ontario’s roads safer. Tn order to achieve this, the ministry
has introduced many safety initiatives. In addition, more informanion pertaining to the laws governing the operarors and
drivers of commercial motor vehicles s being provided,

Ensuring the safery of all road users goes beyond drivers just having the ability o drive the vehicle safely. To drive a
commercial motor vehicle, a wide range of skills and knowledge relating to vehicle maintenance, brakes, wheels and various
laws is required.
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GETTING YOUR LICENCE
l. Legislation

These Acts and regulations govern

truck driving in Ontario.

1. The Highway Traffic Act (HTA)]
and regulations govern the driver,
the vehicle and equipment, weight
and size of loads, and the hours of
service that a truck driver can
aperate.

The Dangerous Goods Act
regulates the transportation of dan-
gerous poods, including required
documentarion, handling, safety
markings (labels and placards) and
the certification of drivers,

& The Truck Transportanon Act gov-
erns the licensing of for hire carners.

4. The Mator Vehicle Transport
Act {Federal) regulates the for
hire transportation of goods

and people.

There are nine classes of dangerous
goads ranging from corrosives
Harmmable liquids, w environmentally
hazardous materials. Drivers transport-
ing dangerous goods must receive
training from their current employer.
The cmployer determines the level of
training and once training s complew
drivers are issued certificates from their
current employer thar they must carry
when transporting dangerous goods.




GETTING YOUR LICENGE

ll. Definitions

Commercial motor vehicle: any
motor vehicle with a permanently
attached rruck or delivery body,
including ambulances, hearses, casker
wagons, fire apparatus, buses and
tractors used for hauling purposes

on highways,

Bross welght: the combined weight

of vehicle and load.

mﬂ gross weight: the weight
for which a permit has been issued

under the HTA, the fee for which is
based upon the weight of the vehicle
or combination of vehicles and load,

Manulacturers’ gross vehicle weight
rating (MBVWR): the gross weighe as
specificd by the manofacturer ofren
attached as a decal or plate on the
cab of a vehicle.

Motor vehicle: an automaobile, motor-
cycle, maror-assisted bicvele, unless
otherwise indicated in che HTA, and
any other vehicle propelled or driven
ather than by muscular power, Not
included are the cars of electric or
steam railways or other moror
vehicles runnimg only upon rails, or
motorized snow vehicles, traction
engines, farm teactors, or road-build
ing machines.

Semi-trailer: a rrailer designed to he
aperated with the forward part of irs
hody or chassis resting upon the
bady or chassis of a rowing vehicle,

Trailer: a vehicle drawn by a motor
vehicle, but not a famm implement, a
mobile home, another motor vehicle
or any device not designed to transpore
persons of property, temporarily
drawn, propelled or moved on 2
highway, and not a side car artached
o a motorcycle. A railer is considered
a separare vehicle and not part of the
mator vehicle by which it is drawn,

Vehicle: 1 moror vehicle, trailer,
traction enging, farm tractor, road
building machine or any vehicle
drawn, propelled or driven by any
kind of power, including muscular
power, but does not include a motorized
sniow vehicle or the cars of electric or
steam railways running only upon rails.

Seli-propefied implement of
hushandry: a sclf-propelled vehicle

used specifically in farming — a farm

tracror,




lll. A and D licence classes and requirements

The quick check chart on pages

10 o 11 shows vou whar class of
licence you need o drive different
vehicles. A licensed driver wishing to
learn to operate a ruck or tractor
trailer must be accompanied by a
driver who holds a valid class ) or
class A licence respectively. Your
driving competence will be assessed
in a road test with 2 ministry exam-
iner, an authorized employer, a
community college. An authorized
emplover or communiey college
known as a Recognized Anthority
mav issue a certificare of driving
competence for classes A, B, C, D,
E. F and M.

Class A is authority for the opera-
tion of: o motor vehicle and rowed
vehicles where the towed vehicles
exceed a total gross weight of
4600 kg, (10,000 |hs.), or the opera-
tion of vehicles included in classes
“D™ and *G7, but not buses carry-
ing passengers, nor motorcycles.

Class D is authority for the opera-
tion of: any motor vehicle exceeding
11,000 kg (24,000 1bs.) gross weighe
or registered gross weight, and any
combination of a motor vehicle
exceeding a total gross weight or
registered gross weight of 11,000 kg
{24,000 1hs_), and rowed vehicles not
exceeding a toral gross weight of
4600 kg (10,000 [bs.). Tr also allows
you to operate vehicles included
class G, but not a bus carrying
passengers, and not a motorcvele.

application:

An applicant for a class “A™ or “D7

driver's licence must:

= be at least 18 years of age

= hold a valid Ontario class “G™ or
higher licence or equivalent

= pass a test of operating knowledge
of large trucks and tractor trailers

= meet vision standards

= provide a satisfactory medical cer
tificate on application and periodi-
cally thereafrer

= demaonstrare driving competence
during a road test in a combina-
tion of 4 motor vehicle exceeding
L1000 kg (24,000 ibs.) gross
weight or registered gross weight
and a wwed vehicle exceeding
4600 kg (10,000 Ibs.) total gross
wiight

ANl classes of driver licences authorize the operation af 2 motor-assisted bicycle (moped) and
motorized snow vehicle.

GETTING YOUR LICENCE



GETTING YOUR LICENCE

Quick check chart

Clazz of Types of vehicles May alen drive
Licemce llned wehicle in class
Any traceor-rrailer
) combination 1Y and G
(i Ay schows] purgoses bus CINE E
) ] 03
' i Any regular bas I, E
I and G
Y Any tuck or combimation provided the
i wonweed vehicle is not ever 4,600 kg G
Schood purposes hos — masximom of Fand G
24 passenger capacrry
Repgular bus — maxiomm of 24 passengser G
capacity — and ambulances
<11+ EVR I|

10




Il. sub chapter

Class of

Types ol vehicles
alewed

61
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BETTING YOUR LIGENGE

Any car, vam or small reck o combination
of wehicle and towed vehicle up o 11,000 by,
provided the towed vehicle is not over 4,600 ke

Level One of graduared loensmg
Halders may drve Class G velides when m.'m':[q:nii\d by a fully licensed drver
with at least four vears of driving expenence, Additonal conditions apply.

Level Two of Er.uhmll;d Beemang, h
Finlders may drive Class G vehicles withour accompanyang driver
but are subject to cermain conditions,

Mutoreveles
Hodders may alse drive a Class G veliicle uder the conditions
that apply ter i Clas G1 Teene holder.

Level One aof gradunted lioensing
Hedders may drive a motarcycle under certain conditions.

Level Two of graduated leensm
Husldlers may drive a motorcvcle but only with a zero blaod aleohed level. Holders may
alver drive a Class G vehicle under the conditons that apply o a Class G Gcence hobder,

Diagram 1-1b

A " air brake endorsement is required on 4 driver's omee moperare any air brake cquipped mote vehicles.

1

1
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BETTING YOUR LICENCE

Higher classes
When applying for a class A or D
licence, you must provide a completed

satistactory minisery medical certificare,

Blank medical forms can be obtained
from any Driver Examimation Centre
in Ontario. A licence will he refused
if vour physical or medical condition
does not meer the standards outlined
in the regulations of the Highway
Traffic Act.

. A and D licence classes and requirements

If vour licence is conditional on

wearing corrective lenses, do not drive

without wearing them. Your medical
Practtioner or Oprometrist is required
by law to report to the licensing
authorities any physical, ncurological,

cardiovascular or other medical
condition thatr might affect your safe

operation of a motor vehicle.
Peaple applyving for a licence are
required to provide the proper type
of vehicle for the resrt,
You should study the operating
manual for the vehicle to be used
for the road test.

Road test

On the road test —

You will be required to demonstrate
a daily trip inspection commaonly
lenown as a circle check. [See
pages 20 to 23). You will be
required to name the item of
cquipment checked, and bricfly
describe its condition.

Class A applicants may be
required to uncouple and couple
the unirs of the combination
vehicle, or explain the procedures
o the examiner.

You will be required o drive in
traffic and handle the vehicle safely.
You may be required to reverse
the vehicle into a parking bay or
marked area.




Commercial Vehicle Operator
Registration (CYOR) and vehicle
documentation

The Commercial Vehicle Operator’s
Registration {CVOR) system is one
method of monitoring the perform-

ance of commercial vehicle operators.

An operator is the person responsible
for the operation of a commerdal
motor vehicle including the conduct
of the driver and the carriage of
goods or passengers.

Under CVOR, operators of buses
with a seating capacity of 10 or
more and commercial motor vehicles
with a registered or actual gross
weight of over 4500 kg must obrain
a CVOR certificate. Operators may
obtain a CVOR certificate by sub-
mitting a CVOR application to the
Ministry of Transportation. There is
no charge for the iminal registrarion.

Operators of emergency vehicles
{ambulances, fire rrucks), hearses,
motor homes, buses used for personal
transportation, vehicles leased for less
than 30 days for personal use and
empty vehicles while using dealer
plates or in-transit permits are not
required to obtain a CVOR certificate.

GETTING YOUR LICENCE

Upon issuance, the CVOR certifi-
cate reflects a unique nine-digic CVOR
number. In addition o proof of insur-
ance and vehicle registration, a legible
copy of the certificate must be carred
in the applicable vehicles ar all times
and be presented to police and MTO
enforcement personnel on request.

The original should be kept in a safe

place since there is a replacemenr fee
if it is lost, stolen or destroved.,

The CVOR record contains infor-
marion that includes all convictions
associated with the operatoricarrier
regardless of the person charged, all
reportable collisions, detentions, and
defaulred fines. Some examples are
speeding, overweighe, safery defects,
or failing to produce a CVOR
certificate. All items remam on the
operator’s record for five years from
the date of the conviction.

1

13
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BETTING YOUR LICENCE

lll. A and D licence classes and requirements

If an operator’s record becomes
unacceptable, based on the flect size
and the number of irems on the
CVOR record, the operator may be
sent a warning letter or asked to

attend a meeting to discuss the record.

If the operator’s record does not
improve, sanctions may be imposed.
These include the cancellation/suspen-
sion of the CVOR certificate or the
limitation of fleet sive through the use
of fleer limitation cerrificares.

Sire and weight Emits
for commercial motor vehicies
Commercial motor vehicles are
restricted in width to a limit of
2.6 m (5.53 fr). Exceptions are made
tor specialized equipment such as
traction engines, threshing machines,
snow removal cquipment, and so on,
Mirrors are not included when
determining the width of a commer-
cial vehicle.

Semui-tratlers are limited to a
lengeh of 14.65 m (45 ft) or
16.15 m (53 fr) if the trailer and
rractor meets special requirements.

Mo combination of vehicles is
permirted to exceed a length of 23 m
(7475 fr) excepr double trailer com-
binations which meet special
requirements for both crailers and
the tracror.

All vehicles including their loads
are hmited to a heighe of .15 m
{13.6 ft}.

No vehicle or combination of
vehicles is permirted to be operated
om a highway when its gross weighe
exceeds the maximum weizght permit-
ted under Parr VIT of the Highway
Traffic Act and its regulations.

To determine the gross allowahle
weight of a commercial vehicle several
factors must be considered. Some of
these nclude the number of axles, the
size of the tires, the type of suspen-
sion, the distance herween the axles,
the type of load carried (aggregate or
non-aggregate load) and the weighe
allowed on the steering axle.




-, A GETTING YOUR LICENCE 1

S-L"'-'t_']:3| f{rrrnulu.‘sl are used o -
determine the maximum allowable e K“\
aross weight. These include caleula-
ting the sum of the weights allowed
on each axle, the registered gross
vehicle weight (RGW), or the weight
prescribed in regulations under the
Highway Traffic Act. Once these
weights have been determined, the
lower figure of these 15 the maximuom
gross allowable weight.

Dirivers, operators and shippers
are all responsible for the weight of
the commercial vehicle and any may
be charped with an offence.

Diagram 1-2
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GETTING YDUR LICENCE

lll. A and D licence classes and requirements

Truck inspections and

inspection stations

In Oneario, truck inspection stations are
at various highway locations. Signs indi-
care whether or not a station 15 open. If
a station 1s open, rucks must enter and
stop for inspection.

Vehicles and loads are checked for
weight, height, length, width and axle
spacing. Registration permits and
licences are checked to ensure that a
“for hire™ carrier has the authority to
rransport the poods carried.

Drriver licences are also checked
for validity and proper class of
licence for the vehicle.

Divivers are required to produce
documents to show that they meer
regulatory and legislative require-
ments such as daily trip inspections,
log books indicating hours worked,
and proof of commercial vehicle
OPCTATOr reEsTration.

Vehicles are subject to safety checks
(brakes, lights, couplings, and so on).

In addition to permanent truck
inspection stations, mobile inspec-
tion units may be set up for varying
lengths of tme m any locality.

Any police officer or appointed min-
istry officer may require vou to drive
to the nearest mspection station, If
required, you must assist in the inspec
tion of the vehicle. Inspections may he
done on a highway ar any time,

If vou refuse or fail to proceed toa
weigh scale, when required, you are
guilty of an offence and liable o a
fine of $200 ro $1.000. You may also
have your licence suspended for up ro
30 days.

Alses, drivers who refuse or fail o
redistribure or remove part of the load,
or make arrangements to do so, or
obstruct any weighing, measuring or
examination, are guilty of an offence
and liable o a fine of $100 to $200.

Dperation of

commercial motor vehicles

The operator and driver of the tuck
are responsible to ensure that it is fir
tor highway use. Commercial vehicles
must have Periodic Mandatory
Commercial Vehicle Inspections
(PMOCVL). Proof of such inspections
may be in the form of a decal affixed
to the vehicle.




Inspection and maintenance
Dirivers play an important part in
making sure that truclks and huses
using Oneario highways are in good
operating condition. The most effec-
mve method for drivers to determine
that their vehicle is in safe operating
condition is to do a vehicle inspection
or circle check before starting the
day’s rrip. Ir is a pood safery practice
o repeat the vehicle inspection each
sme vou stop, especially afrer a rest
stop, before vou continue on the trip.
I addition to being 4 good
saferv practice a crcle check or trip
sspection is a requirement of the
Sshway Traffic Act.

The ministry’s role is to monitor
the condition of commercial motor
vehicles operating in Ontario and,
when necessary, take corrective
action. One method of accomplish-
ing this task is through vehicle
inspections, which can be performed
by ministry enforcement staff or
police officers.

[n cases where serious infractions
are discovered, for example out of
adjustment air brakes, mvahd
Commercial Vehicle Operator
Registration (CVOR) and overloads,
the vehicle is taken out of service.
For less serious infractions such as
broken clearance highes the driver is
required to repair the problem.

GETTING YOUR LICENCE 1

The most commaon reason for
taking a commercial vehicle out of
service 15 for out-of-adjustment air
brakes. Other reasons include insecure
loads, defective lights and tires and
broken springs. It 15 therefore very
important that drivers also complete
a proper air brake pre-trip inspection
as described in The Official Air Brake
Handbook before starting the day’s
trip. In addition to being unsafe, our
of adjustment airbrakes can result in
a vehicle being detamed andfor the
operator’s CVOR cernficare may be
cancelled or suspended.

Mote: Drivers canmot adjust their own air
brakes unless they have sither completed
an approved air brake adjugiment course ar
they are a certified mechanic.
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GETTING YOUR LICENGE

lll. A and D licence classes and requirements

Another important component

of vehicle safety is tires and wheels.
The tires and wheels of 2 commercial
vehicle must be checked as part of the
pre-trip imspection to ensure they
meet the safety standards. The rear
tire of 2 motor vehicle must have
mare than 1.5 millimerres ((L03 in.}
of tread measured 10 two adjacent
tread grooves: The front oires of a
maotor vehicle with a gross wehicle rat-
ing of more than 4500 ke must have
at feast 3 millimetres (0,12 in)) of
tread measured in two adjacent tread
ErOOVES.

Tires and wheels must be inspected
daily to ensure there is the appropri-
ate tread depth and thar the wheels
are securely atrached. It is also a
good safety practice to inspect the
wheels, wheel fasteners and tires alter
having new tires or wheels installed.
Wheel manufacrurers recommend
having wheel fasteners rechecked
between 80 km and 160 km after
imstallation. Wheels and ores muost
be installed by a qualified installer,




Loading and unloading

The Highway Traffic Act states thar
any load overhangmg the rear of a
vehicle by 1.5 m (5 ft) or more
should be marked by a red lighe
when lizhts are required {(one-half
hour before sunset to one-half hour
atter sunrise} and, at all other times,
by a red flag or red marker,

All loads carried on a maotor vehicle
or trailer must be bound, covered or
otherwise securely fastened or loaded
s0 no portion of the load can fall off.

Before moving a load, drivers
should know the type of cargo they
are carrying. Many commaodities now
bemg hauled require safety devices for
the driver such as protective bulk-
heads, special lading, and so an.
Before starting a trip or afier unload-
ing, drivers should check that van
doars are latched or that racks, tarps
and other equipment are secured.

The driver is responsible to make
sure the load is evenly balanced and
properly secured against shifoing.

A cargo that breaks loose or shifts
during a sudden stop or sharp turn
could cause a collision,

Diagram 1-3

GETTING YOUR LICENCE

|
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IV. Daily trip inspection — classes Aand D

Dirivers must, by law, inspect their
vehicles and be capable of determin-
ing if they are in a safe operating
condition. A list of items 1o be
inspected helps make sure thar all
components are inspected i a
minimum of time. The circle check

or daily trip inspection in this book
shows the absolute minimum inspec-
tion that must be performed. A driver
must perform a vehicle inspection
before starting the day’s trip. Ie 15 also
a zood safery practice to do a vehicle
nspection each time you stop, especial-
ly after a rest stop, before you continue
on the trip. Upon identifving a safery
defecr, the condition of the defect must
be reported to the operator as soon as
possible and the safery defect must be
repaired before the wehicle is operated.
In addition, any defects found during
the operation of the vehicle must be
repaired immediately.

The circle check
Diagram 1-4 on page 21 shows a
svstematic circle check you should
make. Details of the check can
change according to the type of
vehicle, but generally the principle
of making a complete circle should
be followed.

Some points oo look out for are
given m the sample.

As part of the road rest, you will
be asked to explain and perform the
following inspections:

1. Engine — check:

= oil and coolant levels

= all drive heles and hoses
= for loose wires and leaks

2. Enter cab and:

e adjust seat and murrors

= srart cngine

e check horn, wipers and all gauges
and ensure that the low pressure
warning device is operating

= while air pressure is building up,
check emergency equipment

o when maximum pressure 15
gained, check for air leaks

= check all hraking systems {refer
to page 27)

= apply brakes, checking for pres-
sure to drop (brake adjustment)

= turn on lights {lowbeam), put on
left signal
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The circle check or daily trip inspection

3. Leave cab and, starting with left froat, Diagram 1-4
circle clockwise, checking:

= all lights

= wheel lugs, nuts and tires

= air hoses and electric lines to
trailer {class A only)

= suspension and frame

= railzate, trailer doors or
tarp tie-downs i

= rrailer dolly wheels [class A only)

= fifth wheel (class A only) ’

= dimmer switch operation, '
put on right signal |

. i.'l"llEl:'.‘]i‘ signal lights and high-heam A w
headlights

clean glass and mirrors
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The circle check or daily trip inspection

Uncoupling and coupling of
combinations (class A only)

Uncoupling

1. Secure tractor and block trailer
wheels if necessary; make cerrain
trailer spring brakes are applied,

2. Check to see if the ground is firm
cnough to support landing gear. If
necessary use planks or pads.

3. Lower trailer landing gear using
low gear, if equipped, far enough
to pick up the weight of trailer to
the proper height for uncoupling,
and secure the handle. Take care
not to raise the trailer so high
that no weight is on the fifth
wheel, and avoid uncoupling
with the erailer so low as o make
re-coupling difficult or impossible,
If the trailer has two-speed crank
gear, place 1t in low range and
stow the crank securely.

4, Release the secondary lock and
pull the fifth wheel locking handle
as far as it will go into the open
position.

5. Start the tractor and pull ahead
until the rrailer upper plate slips
tor the lower part of the fifth wheel
just above the chassis of the rrac-
tor. Stop and secure the tractor in
this position.

B. Close the air lings cither by cocks
at the rear of the tractor cab, or
the control valve on the dash.

7. Disconnect the supply or emer-
gency air line from rthe trailer
supply or cmergency coupling;
secure it to the dummy coupler
on the rear of the cah.

8. Isconnect the light cord from the
socker on the trailer, hang it on
the rear of the cab.

9. [¥sconnect the service air line
from the trailer service coupling,
secure it to the dummy coupler
on the rear of the cab.

10. Get back in the tractor and pull
ahead slowly until the two units
are separated. :

Coupling
Be sure the fifth-wheel jaws are fully
opened and the fifth wheel is rilred
back so that hook-up can be made
without damage. Make a visual
inspection of the condition of the king
pin and the fifth wheel. If the tractor
15 nat equipped with a teailer hand
valve or an emergency control valve,
the trailer wheels must be blocked.
» Back the tractor so the fifth-wheel
slot is in line with the mailer kingpin.
= Stop the tractor just as the fifth
wheel makes contact with the trailer
» Secure the tractar and check to
see the trailer is secured against
movement before coupling.




Connect the brake lines and light

cord 1o the trailer before coupling.

Open cocks or actuate the contraol
valve on the dash in the cab to
charge the trailer air system.
Release the rrailer hand conrrol
valve and listen for exhausting air
to determime whether the railer
brakes are operating.

Be sure rhe rrailer brake lines are
properly connected. These are the
standard colours nsually vsed 1n
the trucking mdusery:

RED - is supply or emergency

BLUE - is service

Betore backing under the trailer,
check the height of the trailer in
refarion to the fifth wheel. The
trailer should be ar a height where
moderate resistance is met as the
fifth-wheel contacts the trailer
plate.

= Back slowly under the trailer. See
that firm contact is made between
the fifth wheel and the upper plare
on the trailer. Continue backing
until you hear the jaws Tock.

To test hook-up

Place the transmission in reverse,
partially release the clutch to move
the power unit backward i a short,
sharp motion. This is known as
“hitting the pin.”

Depress the clutch and place the
rransmission in the lowest forward
gear, IF the vehicle is equipped wich
a trailer hand control, pull it down
tor set trailer brakes to keep the unit
from rolling. If there is no hand con-
trol, set the trailer parking brake.
Try to pull forward against the pin,

GETTING YOUR LICENCE

Check coupling: (visual inspection)

s [eave the cab and look under the
front of the trailer to be sure che
upper plate of the trailer is resting
frmly o the fifth wheel. If any space
appears, the coupling 15 not sccure.

= Be sure the fifth-wheel release lever
15 in locked position and the second
arv lock, if there 15 one, is engaged.

= From behind the tractor, see that
the jaws are completely closed.

Raise the landing gear after check-
ing the hoolk-up and before moving
the unit. Be sure the gear is fully
raised. If you use a two-speed crank
gear, place it i low range, and stow
the crank sccurely.
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V. Hours of work

There are very specific rules resarding
hours of work for drivers. These hours
of work rules have been accepted
Canada-wide as part of the National
Safety Code and are contained in
Regulation 493 of the Highway
Traffic Acr.

Some of the rules are as follows:
s Dirivers may not drive a truck

or bus afrer having driven for

13 hours or been on duty 15 hours

without being off duty for cight

comsecutive hours,
= A driver may not drive a truck

or hus after being on duty for

Al hours in seven days,
= A driver may not drive a trock

or bus after being on dury for

70 hours in eighr days,

= A driver may not drive a truck
or bus after bemng on duty for
120} hours 1n 14 days and the driver
must have been off dury for ar least
24 consecurive hours before the
driver tovals 75 hours on duty dur-
ing the period.

= A driver defayed by unexpected
adverse driving conditions may
exceed the allowable on duty time
by twao hours.

On dury is the time spent driving the
vehicle or performing other dutices
required by the operator and include
duties such as loading or unloading,
or waiting for repairs or a load.

A driver 15 considered off duty when
they are not performing durties
required by the operator or when they
are in the sleeper berth of the truck.

Dirivers are required to complere
a daily writren log and a daily trip
inspection report containing details
ol the vehicles driven and hours and
kilometers driven in each vehicle in
addition o the resules of the daily
trip mspection. The driver is not -
required to make a written log if
they are driving within a 160 km
radius of the place they report to
work, but the hours of limitaton
still apply. However, a written daily
trip inspection of the vehicles must
he performed within the previous
24 hours, and the driver shall carry this
report and surrender it on demand.

It is important that all drivers know

all laws, which may affect their job as a
track driver. Drivers should make it their
business to be aware. You can contact
your local ministry enforcement office for
any additional information.
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Starting the engine Putting vehicle into motion

1. Engage the parking brake, adjust When starting to move, graduoally
the chake; depress the clurch release the clutch and ar the same time
pedal, and place the transmission release the hand control valve or park-
in neutral, ing brake. At the same time, the engine

L Turn on the wnition, operate the must be speeded up gradually on some
SEarter. wehicles ro prevent stalling,

4. Control the engine with the foot Brakes must be checked immedi-
throttle until it is running ately after the vehicle is underway,
smoothly. within at least 15 m (30 ft).

& Check the gauge for the proper oil
pressure.

8 On air brake vehicles, the air pres-

sure gauge should register suffi-

S cwene pressure before moving. The
audible air warning buzzer must
fave stopped sounding andfor the

| warning light must be off.

Sete For more information on air brakes,
= The Official Air Brake Handbook.
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Transmissions

= It is your responsibility to be thor-
vughly familiar with transmission
shift patterns and shifting proce-
dures. We recommend thar vou
study the rruck manufacturer’s
operating manual.

= When you start to move, put the
vehicle in the lowest gear ratio
available.

= Do not shock-load the drive-line
through rapid operation of the
clutch. Take care when applying
power to move heavy loads uphill,

s Da nor allow the clurch to ship: it
will generate excessive heat, cause
the clutch to drag and bring on
premature cluteh failure,
Remember: co-ordinared clurch
operation and smooth rransmis-
sion shifting will prolong the life
of any vehicle.

Some vehicles are equipped with
a clutch brake. When driving them,
the clutch pedal should nor he
depressed all the way to the floor
when shifting, except at a stop. To
re-enter low gear, the pedal should be
depressed to the floor to produce an
easy, quict engagement into low gear,
with the vehicle ar rest.

inter-axie differential lock
The inter-axle differential lock is
used on vehicles with tandem rear
axles. Differental lock is controlled
by a lever or push-pull conrrol valve
on the imstrument panel,

This feature can be in only two posi-

tons — lock or unlock — as indicated.

Periodically, the valve should be
operated to make sure it moves
freely; normally the valve should be
kept in the unlock position.

Lock position should be used only
when vou approach conditions where
one or both wheels of an axle may
slip. The valve locks the differential
and causes it to act as a “through
drive,” ransmitming power equally to
both axles. Avoid unnecessary use of
differential lock smee it wall resultm
tire wear and axle strain.

Caution: Differential lock should not be
activated when wheels are actually
SpInning.

Note: Proper operating instructions vary
irom manofacterer to manpfacturer,
Reler to your owner's manual lor further
instractions.




inspection

le drivers are not expected to be
asle o service a disabled bralking
swsrem, they should be knowledge
able enough to pinpoint the trouble,
* The following inspection routines
whonld always be carried out as part
o the daily trip inspection.

1. Hydraulic hrakes
(without power assist):

= Apply brakes moderately
and hold.

= It the pedal shows a steady drop,
the vehicle should be taken our of
service and the system inspected
professionally.

2 Hydraulic brakes
(with power assist):

« With the engine stopped, pump
the brake pedal several times to
eliminate power assist,

o Apply brakes moderately
and hold.

= Srart the engine (the pedal should
drop slightly and stop).

» If the pedal continues to drop or
does nor drop (no power assist)
stop the engine. The vehicle
should be raken our of service and
the system inspected professionally,

DRIVING — CLASSES A AND D

Use of brakes
= Brakes should be applied with

steady pressure at the beginning
of a stop, then eased off as the
vehicle slows. Just before the
vehicle comes to a complete stop,
brakes should be released enongh
to avoid a jerk and rebound, then
applied again o hold vehicle while
stopped.

Brakes should not be fanned
{alternartely applicd and released)
except on slippery pavement
where this type of braking gives
better control, reduces danger of
skidding and gives a shorter stop.
Fanning reduces air pressure and
serves no uselul purpose on dry
pavement and fanning on a long
downhill grade may reduce air
pressure below rhe minimum pres-
sure necded for proper brake
operation.

2
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= (ireatr care must be taken to avoud

excessive use of brakes on long
dewngrades, as overheared brakes
are dangerously inefficient.
Drivers should use engine com-
pression as the principal means of
controlling speed on long grades.
If possible, drivers should use
the same gear in descending a long
grade as they would in climbing it.
Gear selection should be made
before descending a grade to mini-
mize the chance of missing a shift.

= If the low air pressure warning

device operates ar anytime, drivers
must stop immediately i the
safest available place and correct
the loss of air pressure before
proceeding.

=« [f brakes should fail on a level road,
drivers should downshift and use
engine compression to slow the
vehicle. If a shorter stopping dis-
tance is necessary, they should use
the tractor and trailer emergency
brakes, if firred, to stop. The vehicle
should not be driven until repairs
have been made.

s In a combination of vehicles such
as a rruck-tracror and semi-trailer,
trailer brakes are applied with the
truck brakes using the foor control
valve, This is known as balanced
braking. The pressure applied on
both the trailer and the truck-trac-
tor brakes is the same. Trailer
brakes may be applied independent-
Iy by using the trailer hand valve.
The amount of pressure on the
trailer brakes during a foot valve
application may be increased by
pulling harder on the hand valve.

= Exercise care in braking a combina-

rion of vehicles on wet or slippery
surfaces, or on a curve. Overbraking
in these circumstances can resule in
skidding or jack-knifing. If the trac-
tor is jack-knifing, i.c. if the tractor
rear wheels slide sideways, apply the
trailer brakes only. If the trailer is
jack-kmfing, 1.e. if the trailer rear
wheels slide sideways, release all
brakes and apply power.

Emergency (spring brakes) are
installed on newer cquipment.
They apply automarically when
the air pressure in the system
drops below a predetermined
level, usually ar 138-311 kPa
{25-45 psi).

Nate: i you plan to operate a vehick: equipped
with air brakes, refer to The Oiicial Air
Erake Handhook Tor Iurther information.
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Parking

To ensure thar a unic will stay

position when parked, take the

following precautions to prevent

a runaway vehicle.

1. Set parking brakes,

Z Block the unit.

3. Under no circumstances should a
driver use the trailer hand valve,
or the tractor protection valve to
hold a parked unit.

Briver conduct

Today’s truck drivers are among the
mghway's most visible citizens, and
the motoring public tends to criticize
some of their driving pracrices. So
s up to them to influence the pub-
hic’s opinion. Be a defensive driver —
anticipate what other drivers might
do and compensate for them.

1. Obstructing traffic: Slowing down on
hills is ofren unavoidable, but
good drivers can reduce the delay
to faster vehicles by heing aware
of the following traffic and pulling
off the roadway when it is safe to
do so, allowing faster traffic to
pass. Never use your left-turn sig-
nals to tell following motorists it
15 safe to pass, It is against the law
and tends to confuse other drivers,
who may think vou are signaling a
lett turn or lane change.

2. Improper passing: Some truck drivers

switch on their turn signals and
immediately poll our into traffic
when the traffic stream is too
close and dense. Another com-
plaint 15 the pracoce of pulling our
to pass another large vehicle on 2
muldiple lane highway when the
difference in speed is so small that
the manoeuvre obstructs following
traffic for an unreasonable period
of time. Avoid these errors.

3. Bluftiny: Dirivers who use the large

size of their vehicles o intimidate
others and force their way through
rraffic may create serious hazards.

. Following: When a number of trucks

pull onco a highway after a stop,
drivers should do so ar intervals chae
will allow them to leave sufficient
space. Commercial motor vehicles
must maintam a minomom distance
of at least 60 m (200 ft) between
themselves and other vehicles when
on a highway at a speed exceeding
& kmvh (40 mph) except when
overtaking and passing another
motor vehicle
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5. Sharing the road with smaller vehicles:
Mororcyeles, mopeds, motor assist-
ed bicycles and bicycles are harder
to see because of their size, Drivers
of these vehicles may make sudden
maoves because of uneven road sur-
faces or poor weather conditions.
And because they are less protected,
they are more likely to be imured in
a collision.

Dirivers of motoreycles, mopeds,
motor assisted bicyeles and bicyeles
must ohey the same rules of the
road as car, truck and bus dovers.
However, mopeds and hicycles that
cannat keep up with traffic should
drive as close as possible to the righr
edze of the road. For safety, cyclists
should ride ar least one merre away
from parked vehicles and at least
one-half metre away from the curh
to avoid debris, potholes and sewer
erates. The cyclist has the right to
use the whole lane.

Motoreyeles use a full lane;
trear them like other vehicles when
driving. Since many motorcycle rum
signals do not automatically shur
off, be careful when murning left in
front of an oncoming motorcycle
with irs turn signal on. Make sure
the motorcyclist is urning and not
going through your path having for-
sorren to switch off the urm signal,

Nagram 2-2




Baring the road with pedestrians:
Py special attention to pedestrians,
her they are crossing roads in
walking or jogging alongside
soads, or using crosswalks or
“destrian crossings. Elderly pedes-
Smians or those with disabilities need
‘extra cantion and courtesy from
- drivers, as they may be slow in
crossing the road. Be alert for
pedestrians who are blind, visually
Smpaired, hearing impaired, people
m wheel chairs or people walking
slowly due to some other physical
smpairment and give them appro-
priate consideration. Pedestrians
who are blind or visually impaired
may use @ white cane or guide dog
o help them eravel safely along
sidewalks and across intersections.
Caution signs are posted in some
areas where there 15 a special need
for drivers to be alere.

Some strectear stops have a
special safety island or zone for
passengers getring on and off. Pass
these saferv islands and zones at a
reasonable speed. Always be ready
i case pedestrians make sudden
or unexpected moves.

7. Yielding the right-of-way: There are
times when you must yield the
right-of-way. This means you must
let another person go first, Here
are some rules about when vou
must yield the rght-of-way:

DRIVING — CLASSER A ANDD 2

Ar an mtersection without signs
or lights, vou must vicld the right-
of-way to any vehicle approaching
from the right (Diagram 2-3).

Diagram 2-3
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Diagram 2-4

= At an intersection with stop signs
ar all corners, vou must yield the
right-of-way to the first vehicle o
come to a complete stop. If two
vehicles stop at the same time, the
vehicle on the left must yield to
the vehicle on the nght.

Diagram 2-5

= At any intersecrion where you
want to turn left or right, you
must vield the right-of-way, If vou
are turning left, vou must wait for
approaching traffic to pass or turmn
and for pedestrians in your path
to cross. If you are turning right,
you must wait for pedestrians to
CTOSS,

Diagram 2-6

= A vield sign means vou must slow
down ar stop if necessary and yield
the right-of-way to traffic in the inter-
secrion or on the ntersecting road.

When entering a road from a
private road or driveway, you must
vield to vehicles on the road and
pedestrians on the sidewalk.




» You must vield the right-of-way
tor pedestrians crossing at specially
marked pedestrian crossings or
CTOSSOVETS,

hnlilmslmmmmmym
e right-ol-way. You must make sure
the way is clear.

DRIVING — CLASSES A AND D

10 WAYS YOU CAN HELP MAKE ONTARIO'S Rm.n___'_._'"
THE SAFEST IN NORTH AMERICA

1. Don’t drink and drive. Don't drive when you're taking medi cal;mn ﬂta:
will affect your doving.

2. Always wear your seat bl

3. Obey the speed limits, Slow down when road and weather ::undimm
are poorL

4. Don’t take risks: don’t cur people off in traffic, make sudden |am f.hang&s

or run vellow lights.

8. Don't drive when you're tired, upset or sick.

B. If you're in doubr, let the other driver go first — yield the right-of-way.
7. Keep a safe distance between your vehicle and the one a.hcad. : A it
8. Avoid distractions such as loud music and CB radios. .

8. Check vour mirrors frequently; always checl your blind spor heﬁm
you dungt fancs,

10, Check reaffic in all direcrions before going into an -im'eré#cridﬁf_ b
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Stopping

Knowing how to stop safely and
properly is an impaortant driving skall.
Good drivers sec stops ahead, check
their mirrors and begin braking early,
stopping smoathly. Braking is easier
when you sit properly. Use your right
foot for both brake and gas pedals so
vou won't step on both pedals at the
same time or flash your brake hghts
unnecessarily. Press the brake pedal
firmly and evenly.

Shift imte a lower sear when going
down long, steep hills. This will help
control your speed and you won't
have to brake as sharply. Downshift
before starting downhill since it may
not be possihle afterwards, As a guide,
vou should be in the same gear going
downhill as uphill.

You must come to a complete stop
at all stop signs and red traffic lights,
Stop ar the stop line if it 1s marked
on the pavement (Magram 2-8}.

If there is na stop line, stop at the
crosswalk, marked or not. If there is
no crosswalk, stop ar the edge of the

sidewalk. If there is no sidewalk,
stop at the edge of the intersection
(Mzgram 2-8). Waic undl the way is
clear before entering the intersectio

Stopping at railway cressings

All railway crossmgs on public road
in Onrario are marked with large
red and white X signs. Warch for
these signs and be prepared to stop.
You may also see signs warning of
railway crossings ahead. On private
roads, railway crossings may not be
marked, so watch carefully,

As you come to a crossing, slow
down, listen and look both ways o
make sure the way is clear before cross:
mg the tracks. If a train is coming, stop
ar leasr five metres from the nearest
rail. Do not cross the rack untl vou
are sure all trains have passed.

Some rallway crossings have flash-
ing signal lights and some use gates or
barriers to keep drivers from crossing
the tracks when a tram is coming,




At a railway crossing where the
signal ights arc flashing, stop at least
five metres from the nearest rail. Do
not cross until the signals stop flashing,
It the crossimg has a gate or barrier,
wait until it fses or opens before cross-
ing. It is dangerous and illegal to drive
arpund, under or through a railway

mare or barrier while it is heing
opened or closed.

Buses and other public vehicles are
required to stop at railway crossings
that are not protected by zates or sig-
nal lights. School buses muste stop at
railway crossings whether or nor they
are protected by gates or signal lights.

DRIVING — CLASSES AANDD 2

Warch for these buses and be prepared
to stop behind them.

Be careful in heavy traffic not to
drive anto a railway crossing if you
may have to stop on the tracks.

Always make sure there is enough
space to drive across the tracks com-
pletely before you begin to cross,

Diagram 2-10

35
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Stopping at school crossings er vou approach a stopped school
You must stop for school crossing bus with its upper alternating red
guards puiding children across a lights flashing, unless you are on 2
road. These guards carry red and road with a median. In that case
white stop signs. Drivers who don’ only vehicles coming from behind
stap can be fined. must stop. (A median is a raised,
lowered or carth strip dividing a
Stopping for school buses road where vehicles travel in both
All school buses in Ontario, whatey- directions.) Coming from the oppo-
er their size, are chrome vellow and site direction, stop at a safe distance
display the waords ‘Schaol Bus’, for children to get off the bus and
Mo matrer what direction vou are cross the road in front of you. If yon
travelling in, you must stop whenev- are coming from hehind the bus,

i

Diagram 2-1
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stap at least 20 metres away. Do not
oo until the bus moves or the lights
have stopped flashing.

You must obey the school bus law
on any road, no macrer how many
lanes or whar the speed limit, Be pre-
pared to stop for a schoal bus at any
time, not juse within school hours.

As well as the upper alternating red
Hashing lights, school huses use a stop
sign arm on the driver’s side of the
bus. This arm, a standard stop sign
with alternating flashing red lights at
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top and bottom, swings out after the
upper alternating red lights begin to
flash. Do not go until the arm folds
away and all lights stop flashing.

If you don't stop for a school bus, you
can be fined $400 to $2,000 and get six
demerit points for a first offence. If you
break the rule a second time within five
years, the penalty is a fine of $1,000 to
$4,000 and six demerit points. You could
2ls0 go te jail for up 1o six months.

Watch for school buses near rail-
way crossings. All school buses must
stop at all railway crossings. The
upper alternating red lights are not
wsed for these stops, so be alert.

Stopping for pedestrian crossings
Pedestrian crossings — also called
“crossovers™ — ler pedestrians safe-
Iv cross roads where there are no
sraffic lights. Always watch for
pedestrians and people using wheel-
chairs near these crossings. At some
crossings, pedestrians can push a
Button to make overhead yellow

Hagram 2-13

lights Hash; at all crossings, pedestri- have cleared your side of the road
ans should point across the road to you can go with caution.

show they want to cross. Dirivers, Mever pass another vehicle that has
including cyclists, must stop and le stopped to ler people cross the road.

all pedestrians cross. Once people
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Clearances

Dirivers of larger vehicles must know
their vehicle's height and width and
watch for and obey clearance signs on
bridges and underpasses. They must
also remember thar road repairs,
rough roads, ice, Hloods may cause
difficulty where clearance is other-
wise normally adequare.

Drrivers must follow instructions
on signs posted where dangerous
conditions cxist and obey regulations
that ban trucks on certain highways,
at certain times or on certain davs.

Turns and steeping

Turning a large vehicle requires more
care and knowledge than turning a
passenger car. Besides observing the
general turn rules outhned in The
Official Driver’s Handbook, opera-
tors of large vehicles must keep other
factors in mind. For example, during
a given turn of the steering wheel, the
rear wheels follow a shorter path
than those up front. Allow this on all

turns so that the vehicle doesn’ strike
another vehicle or stationary object.

Steering (forward) and ofi-track
The rear wheels of the vehicle do not
pivot and therefore will not follow
the same path as the fronr wheels.
The greater the distance {wheel hase)
between the front wheels and the rear
wheels of the vehicle, the greater the
amount of “off-rrack.” The off-track
path has a shorter radius than the
path of the front wheels.

(n the open highway, vou must
lead your turning arc of the front
whetls according o the sharpness of
the curve and the amount of off-track
of your vehicle (Disgram 2-14). A curve
o the right requires keeping the frong
wheels close to the centre line to pre-
vent dropping the rear wheels off the
pavement. A curve to the left requires
keeping the front wheels close to the
right edge of the pavement to prevent
the rear wheels from crossing imto the
other traffic lane.

4 e
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A combimation vehicle such as a
semi-trailer unit has an off-rrack of
the rear wheels of the tractor unit,
and a greater off-track agam of the
rear wheels of a semi.

The combination unit of a truck-
sractor and semi-trailer has different
murning characteristics. These units
have a turning radivs and off-track
pattern within each unit, but the
amount of off-track depends upon
the length of the combinartion and the
wheel base of the units (Hagram 2-15).

Whenever possible, turns must be
made from the proper lanes. When
it becomes necessary for the driver
o direct the vehicle over lane lines
or centre lines to negotiate sharp
tarns, it is the drivier’s responsibility
1o be sure that the movement can be
made safely, withour interfering with
other trafhic.

Right turns

Right rurns ar intersections with
vehicles that have a lot of off-track,
require the driver o lead the turning
arc according to the amount of off-
track. Running the rear wheels of
the unit over curhs and sidewalks
nat only results in rire damage, but
15 hazardous to pedestrians, Power
pales, sign posts or lamp standards
mounted close to the curb at inter-
sections are also hazards.

Generally it is better to use more
space from the road you are leaving
than to use more space from the
road you are entering.

39
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If streets are narrow, vou will need
to proceed well into the intersection
before beginning a turn. It may be
necessary to travel over the centre
line or into the second traffic lane of
the street entered. Drivers must use
extreme caution and ensure the
movement can be made safely,

When it becomes necessary to
“hlock™ off another teaffic lane,
make sure that smaller vehicles,
maotorcyeles, or cyclists are not
attempting to move up along the
right side of your vehicle. The criti
cal point is reached when the tractor
is at the sharpest point of the turn m
relation to the railer, because vision
through the right rear view mirror is
limited.

Left turns

Truck drivers must be aware of and
allow for any off-rrack when making
a left turn. Unless the driver uses his
or her left outside mirror to monitor
the trailer’s path, the trailer might
hit either a vehicle or a sign post on
an island. It is necessary to turn the
vehicle m a wide arc before bringing
it back o its proper position after a
left turn, just right of the centre line,
Then as the speed is increased, the
driver can move, when it 15 safe, to
the right lane.

!
il
o
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Beeause of the harzards of backing,
avoid it when possible. Planning your
route in advance may eliminarte the
need for backing. If necessary, drive
around the block if it will avoid back-
ing around a corner. Drive ourt into
traffic rather than backing into traffic.
Avoid entering the path of a reversing
vethicle and do not stop or park behind
a vehicle thar may soon be reversed.
Backing a single unir vehicle is
similar to backing a passenger vehi-
cle. However, backing a tractor with
a semi-trailer requires some practice.
= Get out and walk around the
vehicle to examme the area into
which you must back. Look for
overhead ohstacles or wires, side
clearances, pedestrians or objecrs
in your path of travel.
Whenever possible, back from the
driver’s side and start backing from
as close to the dock as reasonably
possible. Although vou may start

with the vehicle in a straight line, it
may be less difficult if vou position
your vehicle so that the trailer 15
angled in the dircetion vou want

it 1o take,

Use both rear view mirrars.

Even with two mirrors, vision 1s
limired. There is always a blind
spot to the rear that a mirror
cannot reflect.

Back SLOWLY, in an § shaped
curve, by first tarning the tractor
wheels in the opposite direction to
that i which vou want to move
the rear of the trailer. Before you
reach a jack-knife position, the
tractor must “follow™ in a track
related to the track of the trailer
{forming the hottom portion of
the “§™).

Moving slowly, the ractor should
“follow™ the tratler until both
tractor and rratler are straight.
Then continue slowly to ease up
to the dock.

DRIVING — CLASSES A AND D
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A responsible guide or fapperson Remember that back-up alarm
can help vou by watching the arca devices do not relieve the driver of
intey which you are backing, keeping responsibility when reversing.

an eve on your blind zone. This per-
son should stand in a position 1o see
both vou and the area o the rear of
vour vehicle clearly, and warn vou if
pedestrians or vehicles move into vour
path as you back. This can help you
make an casy approach to the dock.




PRECAUTIONS
. Precautions

Observe the laws governing the
pperation of a motor vehicle scrupu
lously and make every effort to
tollow pood driving practice and
sarery rules.,

Back a truck with the urmost
care and caution. Use all rear view
mirrors, turn and look back and,
if pussible, have someone give
vou directions. Back slowly and
cautiously and watch traffic
conditions around the vehicle

at all times.

Bad weather requires changing
vour driving procedures, Fxercise
exceptional care n such conditions.
Adjust vour speed to meet road,
weather and rraffic conditions.
MNever load a truck beyond its
licensed capaciry.

Avoid situations that call for
quick stops,

MNever allow an unauthorized
person to occupy the driver's seat,
operate the rruck or any of ity
controls.
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. Precautions

HIGHWAY HYPNOSIS

i T ﬁ{t)hg ﬁrm: cant be 1'.!1:}:L'mg‘1i especially at night or when vou drive ar the same spesd for long distances. You can
 become “h?m,ﬂi” where everything scems to float by and you pay less arention to what 1s happening around you.
| You Ef;rm fall asleep.

}mlp ;&'gmhngiiwa} hypnasis by following a few simple suggestions:
- heavy meal before you drive.
fortable clothing,
uikmﬁi_ tiurp‘assmgfw, but not to the pont of distraction.
eyes moving and check your mirrors often.
interest in all road signs and traffic around vou.
f possible, take regular coffee or walking breaks,
Ehbﬂ T try 1o drive too far in one day,
Avoid drmdlrrmg vour normal sleeping hours.
Kaﬁpthc :emparamm i your vehicle cool.

i :s[arim become drowsy, do something different immediately. Open a window, talk our loud, move vour body
| bit. If possible, stop at the next service centre or rest area and take a short walk or have a coffee and eat a light
you don't feel any more alert, consider finding a place to sleep for an hour or for the nighr.




Il. Driving at night and in bad weather

At night and in weather conditions
such as rain, snow or fog, vou cannot
see as far ahead, even with headlights.
Slow down when driving at night,
especially on unlic roads, and whenever
weather conditions reduce your
wisibiliry,

Overdriving your headiights

You are overdriving vour headlights
when your stopping distance s
farther than vou can see with your
headlights. This is a dangerous thing
to do because vou may not give
vourself enough room to make a
saft stop, Reflective road signs can
mislead you as well, making vou
believe you can see farther than you
really can. This may cause you to
overdrive your headlights if vou are
nor careful.

EGlare
Glare is dazzling light thar makes it
hard for you to see and be aware of
what others around you are dong.
It can be a problem on sunny and
overcast days, depending on the angle
of the sun’s rays and vour surround-
ings, Glare can also be a problem at
nizht when vou face bright headlights
or see them reflected in your mirrors,
When meeting oncoming vehicles
with bright headlights at night, look up
and bevond and shghtly to che right of
the oncoming lights. In daytime glare,
LS YOUT SUN VISOr or use a pair of
good quality sunglasses. When vou
enter a tunnel on a bright day, slow
down to let your eyes adjust to the
reduced light, Remaove vour sunglasses
and turm on your headlighes,

Cut down glare at night by follow-
ing the rules of the road for vehicle
lights. Use vour lowheam headlighes
withm 150 merres (300 fr) of an
oncoming vehicle or when following
a vehicle within 60 metres (200 fr).
On country roads, switch to low-
beams when vou come tw a curve or
hilltop so vou can see oncoming
headlights and won't blind oncoming
drivers. If vou can’t see any head-
lights, swirch hack ro highbeams.
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Il. Driving at night and in bad weather

TIPS FOR SAFE DRIVING IN FOG

Before vou drive — and during your trip — check weather forecasts, If there is a fog warning, delay vour trip untl
it clears, if possible. If you are canght driving in fog, follow these safe driving rips:

Do:

Slow down gradually and drive at a speed that suits the conditions.

Malce sure the full ishang svstem of your vehicle is urned on.

Use your lowheam headlights. Highbeams reflect off the moisture droplecs in the fog, making it harder to see.
If you have foz lights on vour vehicle, use them, in addition to your low beams. They could save your life.

Be patient. Avoid passing, changing lanes and crossing traffic,

Lise pavement markings to help pude you. Use the right edge of the road as a gde, rather than the cenere line.
Increase vour following distance. You will need exora distance to brake safely.

Look and listen for any hazards that may be ahead.

Reduce the distractions in vour vehicle, For example, turm off the cell phone ... your full attention is required.
Watch for any electronically operated warning signs.

Keep looking as far ahead as possible.

Keep vour windows and mirrors clean. Use your defroster and wipers to maximize your vision.

If the fog 15 too dense o continue, pull completedy off the road and try to position your vehicle i an area procected
from other traffic. Tum on your emergency flashers and set out waming devices {see page 571
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DON'T:

= Don't stop on the travelled portion of
the road. You could become the first
link in a chain-reaction collision.

= Don’t speed up suddenly, even if
the fog seems to be dearing. You
could find yourself suddenly back
m fog.

= Don't speed up to pass a vehicle
moving slowly or to get away from a
vehicle that is followmg too dosely.

REVIEMIBER:

= Warch your speed. You may be
paing faster than you think. If so,
reduce speed gradually.

» Leave a safe braking distance
berween you and the vehicle ahead.

» Remain calm and patient. Don't
pass other vehicles or speed up
suddenly.

= Don't stop on the road. If visibility
is decreasing rapidly, pull off the
road into a safe parking area and
wait for the foe o lifc.

= When visibility is reduced, use your
lowheams.

PRECAUTIONS 3

Foy

Fog is a thin laver of cloud resting on
the ground. Fog reduces visibility for
drivers, resulting in difficult driving
conditions,

The best thing to do is to avoid
driving in fog. Check weather fore-
casts and if there is a fog warning,
delay your trip until it clears. If that is
not possible or you get caught driving
in fog, there are a number of safe driv
ing tps vou should follow. See Tips for
safe Driving in Fog on pages 46 tw 47,

If visihility is decreasing rapidly,
move off the road and into a safe
parking area to wait for the fog o lift.
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Il. Driving at night and in bad weather

Rain

Rain makes road surfaces slippery,
especially as the first drops fall, With
more ram, res make less contace
with the road. If there is too much
water or if vou are going too fast,
vour tires may ride on top of the
water, like water skis. This 1s called
hydroplaning. When this happens,
control becomes very difficulc. Make
sure you have good tires with deep
tread, and slow down when the road
15 WEELL

Rain also reduces visihility, Drive
slow enough to be able to stop with-
in the distance vou can see. Make
sure your windshield wipers are in
pood condition. If vour wiper blades
do not clean the windshield withow
streaking, replace them.

In rain, try to drive on clear sec-
tions of road. Look ahead and plan
vour movements, Smooth steering,
braking and accelerating wall reduce
the chance of skids. Leave more
space between you and the vehicle

ahead in case vou have to stop.
This will also help you to avoid
spray from the vehicle ahead thar
can make it even harder to see,
Avord driving i puddles. A pud-
dle can hide a large pothole that
could damage your vehicle or its
suspension, or Hawen a tre. The
spray of water could splash nearby
pedestrians or drown your engine,
causing it to stall. Water can also
make your brakes less effective.

Fopded roads
Avoid driving on flooded roads —
water may prevent vour brakes from
working. If vou must drive through a
flooded steetch of road, test your
brakes afterwards to dey them out,
Test vour brakes when it 1s safe to
do so by stopping quickly and firmly.
Make sure the vehicle stops in a
straight line, wirthout pulling to ane
side. The brake pedal should feel
firm and secure, not spongy — thar’s
a sign of rrouble.

It vou still feel a pulling to one side
or a spongy brake pedal even after
the brakes are dry, you should take
the vehicle in for repair immediarely.

Skids

A skid happens when your wheels
slide out of control on a slippery
surface. Skids can involve the front,
rear or all wheels and can canse
your vehicle to jack-knife. Most
skids result from driving too fast
tor road or trathic conditions.
Sudden, hard braking, going too fast
around a corner or accelerating roo
quickly can cause vour vehicle to
skid or roll over.

Onee in a skid, steer m the diree-
tion of the skid. To do this, look
where you want vour vehicle to go
and steer toward that spot. Be care-
ful not to oversteer. If yvou are on
ice, skidding in a straighe line, step
om the clutch or shift to neatral.
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Threshold Braking — Threshald
braking should bring you o a reason-
ably quick controlled stop in your
own lane, even in shippery conditions,
Brake as hard as vou can withour
locking up or skidding the wheels.
Press down on the brake pedal, trying
to et as much braking power as
possible. Then, if you feel any of the
wheels locking up, release the brake
pressure slightly and re-apply. Don't
pumnp the brakes, Continue braking
this way until you have brought the
vehicle to a complete stop. Some
vehicles have anti-lock brake sysrems
that give you a maximum threshold
stop automatically,

Anti-lock brakes — If your vehicle
has an anti-lock braking system,
practice emerzency braking o under-
stand how your vehicle will react.

It is a good idea to practise doing
this under controlled conditions with
a qualified driving instrucror

Anti-lock braking svstems, which
arc also called ABS, are designed o
sense the speed of the wheels.on a
vehicle. An abnormal drop in wheel
speed, which indicates potential
wheel lock, causes the brake force o
he reduced to that wheel, This is how
the anti-lock braking system prevents
tire skid and the accompanying loss
of steermyg control. This improves
vehicle safery during heavy brake use
or when braking with poor traction.

Although anti-lock braking
systems hielp to prevent wheel lock,
you should not expect the stopping
distance for your vehicle to be short-
encd. Under normal driving condi-
tioms, on clean dry roads, you will
notice no difference between vehicles
with anti-lock braking and vehicles
without anti-lock braking.

Some drivers, unfamiliar with
anti-lock braking, are surprised by
the vibration that happens when
they brake hard in an emerpency.
Malke sure you know what to expect
g0 yvou can react quickly and cHec-
tively in an emergency:

Snow

Snow may be hard-packed and shp-
pery as ice, It can also be rurted, full
of hard tracks and gullies. Or it can
be smooth and soft. Look ahead and
anticipate whar vou must do based
on the conditions. Slow down on
rutted snowy roads, Avoid sudden
steering, braking or accelerating that
could canse a skid.

Whiteouts

Blowing snow may create whiteouts
where snow complerely blocks vour
view of the road. When blowing
sniow 18 forecast, drive anly if neces-
sary and with cxtreme caution,
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Il. Driving at night and in bad weather

TIPS FOR DRIVING IN BLOWING SNOW AND WHITEOUT CONDITIONS

Before you drive — and during vour trip — check weather forecasts and road repores. 1f there are weather warn-
ings, or reports of poor visibility and driving conditions, delay your trip until conditions improve, if possible. If
vou get caughr driving in blowing snow or a whitcout, follow these sate driving tips:

DO: DON'T:
» Slow dewn gradually and drive at a speed that suits the conditions. = Daon't stop on the travelled por-
= Make sure the full lizhting system of your vehicle is turned on. tion of the road. You could
= Be patient. Avoid passing, changing lanes and crossing maffic. become the first link m a chain-
= Increase your following distance. You will need extra space to reaction collision.
brake safely, = Dan't attempt to pass a vehicle
= Seay alerr. Keep looking as far ahead as possible. maving slowly or speed up to ger
= Reduce the distractions in vour vehicle, Your full artention 15 required. away from a vehicle thae is fol-
s Keep vour windows and mirrors clean. Use defroster and wipers o lowing too closely.

MEAXIMIZE YOur vision.
= Try to get off the road when visibility is near zero. Pull into a sate
parking area if possible.




REVIEVIBER:

= Watch your speed. You may be going faster than you think. If so. reduce
speed gradually.

» Leave a safe braking distance between you and the vehicle ahead.

= Stay alert, remain calm and be patient.

= If visibility 1s decreasing rapidly, do not stop on the road. Look for an
opportunity to pull off the road into a safe parking area and wait for
conditions to improve.

= If you hecome stuck or stranded in severe weather, stay with your vehicle
for warmeh and safery until help arrives. Shightly open a window for venti-
lation. Run vour motor sparingly. Use vour emergency flashers.

» D¢ prepared and carry a winter driving survival kit thar includes items such as
warm clothing, non-perishable energy foods, flashlight, shovel, and blanker.

PRECAUTIONS 3

Ice
As temperatures drop below frece-
ing, wer roads become icy. Scctions
of road in shaded areas or on
bridges and overpasses freeze first
It is important to look ahead, slow
down and anticipare.

If the road ahead looks like black
and shiny asphalt, be suspicious.
It may be covered with a thin layer
of ice known as black ice. Generally,
asphalt in the winter should look
gray-white in colour, If you think
there may be black we ahead, slow
down and be careful.
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Snow plows

Snow removal vehicles are equipped
with flashing blue lights that can be
seen from 150 megres (500 fr). A
flashing blue light can only be used
on snow removal vehicles.,

Flashing blue lights warn you of
wide and slow-moving vehicles.
Some snow plows have a wing thar
extends as far as three metres to the
right of the vehicle. On freeways,
several snow plows may be stag-
gered across the road, clearing all
lanes at the same time by passing
a ridge of snow from plow to plow.
Da not try to pass berween them.
This is extremely dangerous becanse
there is not enough room to pass
safely, and the ridge of wet snow can
throw your vehicle out of control.

lll. Dealing with particular situations

Workers on the road

Be exrra carcful when driving through
construcrion zones and arcas where
people are working on or near the
road. When approaching a construc-
tion zome, slow down and obey all
warning signs and people who are
dirceting teaftic through the area. In
the construction zone, drive carefully
and adjust your speed and driving o
suit the conditions. Obey posted
speed lamits, do nor change lanes, be
ready for sudden stops and warch for
workers and construction vehicles on
the road and give them more room to
cnsure everyone’s safery.

Traffic control people are used ar
worl: zones to control vehicle traffic
and prevent conflicrs between con-
struction activity and rraffic, Wherher
vou are driving during the dav or ar
night, warch for tratfic contral people
and follow rtheir instrucrions.

Treat people working on roads with
respect and be patient if traffic is
delaved. Sometimes traffic in one
direction must wair while vehicles
from the ather lane pass through a
derour. If your lane is blocked and
no one is directing traffic, yield to-
the driver coming from the opposite
dircction. When the way is clear,
maove slowly and carefully around
the abstacle,

Animals on the road

You may come upon farm animals
or wild animals on the road, espe-
cially in farming areas and in the
northern parts of the province,
Animal crossing signs warn drivers
where there is a known danger of
moose, deer or cattle stepping onro
the road, bur amimals may appear
anywhere. Always be alere for ani-
mals and ready to reacr.




PRECAUTIONS

Look well ahead. At mghr, use your
highbeams where possible, When you
spe an animal, brake or slow down
if you can without risk to vehicles
behind vou. If there is no traffic and
no danger of colliding with any other
object, steer around the animal,
staying in comtrol of vour vehicle.

In some areas of the provinee,
horse-drawn carriages may use the
road. Be prepared to share the road
with rhem.

Cellular phones and CB radios
Cellular phones and CB radios can
be important safety aids for drivers.
Many people use their phones or
radios to report crimes and colli-
sions and for personal safety when
they are lost or their vehicles break
down, Bur using a cellular phone or
CB radio while driving rakes a dri-
ver's attention from the business of
driving. Distracted drivers are more
likely to make a driving error or to
react too slowly,

As more and more people use cel-
lular phones, it is important that they
be used safely. You should use your
cellular phone only when you are
parked. If vou are driving and vour
phone rings, ler your cellular voice
mail service rake the call and listen
to the message later when you are
parked. If you must use a cellular
phone when driving, use a hands-
free microphone. Make sure your
phone s easy to see and reach and
thar you know how to use it. Use
voice-activated or speed dialing and
never take notes while driving,

Currently, there is no law against
using CB radios or cellular phones
while driving, but you can he charged
with dangerous or carcless daving if
you canse a collision while using a
cellalar phone.

Driver distractions

Diriving is a job thar requires your

full atrention every rime vou get

behind che wheel. As a driver you

must always remember to reduce

distractions and focus on the your

driving. Your first responsibility 15

o road safety!
There are a number of possible

driver distractions including:

= Using technology devices such as
cell phones, laptops or hand-held
OTLANIZErS

= Reading maps, directions or
other material

= Grooming (combing hair, putting
on make-up or shaving)

= Lating or drinking

= Taking notes

= Talking with passengers

= Tending to children or pets

= Adjusting the controls in your
vehicle (radio, CD player or
climate control)
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lll. Dealing with particular situations

Careless driving 1s a serious offence.
Police can charge drivers with careless
driving, if drivers do not pay full amen-
tiom to their driving, If vou are convict-
ed of careless driving, vou will get six
demerit points, a fine ap to §1,000
andfor six menths in jail. In some
cases, your licence may be suspended
tor up to two vears. This 1s one of
Ontario’s toughest rules of the road.

TIPS TO REDUCE DRIVER DISTRACTIONS:

= Attend to personal grooming and plan your route before you leave.

a ldentify and preset vour vehicle’s climate control, radio andfor CD Plaver.

= Make it a habit to pull over and park to use your cell phone, or have a
passenger take the call or let it go to your voice mail.

= Put reading material our of sight if vou are tempted o read.

= Do not engage in emotional or complex conversations, Stress can also affect
vour driving performance.

= When you are hungry or thirsty, take a break from driving,

Bemember to focus on your driving at all tmes. A split-second distraction
behind the wheel can resule in injury or even death.




Emergency vehicles
Warch for stopped emergency vehicles
on shoulders of highways and when
approaching reduce your speed.

On highways witlh two or more

lanes. move over to the adjacent

lane, if possible.

If vou hear the bell or siren of a
police, fire, ambulance or public unlicy
emergency vehicle, or see its lighes
flashing, vou must get out of the way.
On a two-way road, stop as close as
possibli to the right-hand side of the
road and clear of any ingersection. On
a one-way road with more than two
lanes, stop as close as possible to the
nearest edge of the road and clear
of any mtersection. Wait until
the emergency vehicle y

PRECAUTIONS

It 15 illegal to follow an on-
dury fire vehicle or ambulance within
150 metres (SO0 ft) in any lane going
in the same direction.

Some volunteer firefighters use a
flashing green light if they have to
use their personal velucles to
tespond to a fire. Conrteous
drivers vield the right-of-way
o these vehicles.

1
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IV. Dealing with emergencies

Every commercial moror vehicle, on

a provincial highway from one-halt

hour hefore sunset to ane-half hour

after sunrise, must have a sufficient

number of:

= flares, lamps, or lanterns capable
of continuously producing twao
warning lights, cach visible from a
distance of at least 150 m (500 ft)
for at least eight hours, or

= portahle reflecrors, during the
time when lights are required

Whenever any commercial mator
vehicle or trailer is disabled during
thase hours and the vehicle cannot
immediately be remaoved from the
roadway, the driver is required to
light flares, lamps or lanterns and
place them or portable reflectors
on the highway until they are no
longer required. One of the devices
must be approximately 30 m
{100 fe) in front of the vehicle
and one approximately 30 m

(100 fr) ro the rear and visible from
ar least 150 m (300 ft).

Even during daylight hours, if visi-
bility is limited by fog, rain or snow,
warning devices should be used.

Hills, curves, ete: You must not park
or leave a vehicle on a roadway
unless there 15 a clear view for at
least 125 m (400 f1) in both direc-
tions. Whenever the view of a
stopped vehicle 1s blocked by a hill,
curve or other ohstruction within
150 m (500 fr), an additdonal warning
signal should be placed to give ample
warning to other highway users.

Use caution in placing flares where
tuel or flammable marerial has leaked.

Breakdown procedure

If a truck stalls or breaks down on
the highway, the driver should quickly
and calmly take the necessary actions
to safeguard the vehicle and ocher
MOTOriss.

1. The rruck should be brought to-

a stop as far off the roadway as
safely possible.

2. Flares, lamps, lanterns or portable
reflectors should be set out at a
distance ot approximately 30 m
(100 ft) in advance of the vehicle
and at a distance of approximately
30 m 100 ft) to the rear of the
vehicle and visible for a distance
of at least 150 m (500 fr).




Fire Precautions

Commercial vehicle drivers shonld
know how to prevent fires and have
a hasic knowledge of fire fighting
technmiques. It also essential to know
whar rypes of extinguisher or retar-
dants ro use on different rypes of fires.

Blass A& fires melude burning wood,
=
paper, textiles, tires, ete.

Blass B: fires include grease, oil,

rasoling, solvents, pamnts, ere.

Class C: fires are those occurring in
live clectrical equipment

Class It fircs include burning metals
such as magnesium, sodium, potassinm
cte, Only special compounds suitable
to the combustible metal involved
should be used to exringunish fires on
these materials

Use all extinguishers according to

the manuofacrurer’s instructions.
Some of the common causes for

truck fires are:

= Running with a soft tire. Tire
pressures should be checled at
least every 160 lom (100 miles);

= Owverheated brakes, either from
misuse or maladjustment. Check
hub temperatures every time tires
are checled:

= Leaking fuel system, carbureror,
purmp, filter, tanks or lines;

s Unequal distribunion of load, caus-
ing trailer to lean and rub on tires;

= Careless smoking habits. Lighred
cigarertes and cigars should always
be butted in ash-trays, never thrown
our windows. Never smoke while
loading or unloading;

» Blocked air vents m a heated van
can sometimes cause an explosion;

PRECAUTIONS

= Carelessly placed flares, lamps ar
fuses used in an emergency;

= Short circuirs in the elecrrical
system.

There are various other reasons
tor fires, such as leaking exhaust
systems or those that have-heen
installed too close to fuel lines or
wooden body parts. Oceasionally,
spontancous combustion may oceur
in-a van or trailer. Drivers must
always know the nature of their
cargoes, so necessary fire control
precautions can be taken.
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IV. Dealing with emergencies

When a fire oCCUPS:

1. Stop the vehicle in a safe position
away from buildings and other
vehicles.

2. If it is a combinanon unit,
uncouple the unit if possible.

8. If the fire oceurs in or near a town,
contact the fire department. Tell
them what type of material 15
burning.

4. Based on the rype of fire con-
cerned, take all possible steps
to extingush i

B. If the fire is thought to be due
o a shorr-circuit, remove batrery
cables.

B. Tf the cargo is of an explosive
nmature, stop traffic and warn
spectators to stay back.

in a collision where someone is injured
5t. John Ambulance recommends
that all drivers carry a well-stocked
first aid kit and know how to use it
Think about reading a book about
first aid or sign up for a first aid
course. Ie could mean the difference
berween life and death ina collision,

Every driver invalved in a collision
must stay at the scene ar return to it
immediately and give all possible
assistance. If you are not personally
involved in a collision, you should
stop to offer help if police or other
help has not arrived,

In a collision with injuries, possible
fuel leaks or serious vehicle damage,
stay calm and follow these steps:

1. Call for help or have someone
else call. By law, you must report
any collision to the police when
there are injuries or damage o
vehicles or other property exceed-
ing $1,000.

2. Turn off all engines and turn on
emerzency flashers. Set up warnmg
signals ar flares and have some-
one warn approaching drivers.

3. Do not let anyone smaoke, hight a
match or put flares near any vehi-
cle in case of a fuel leak. If any of
the vehicles is on fire, get the peo-
ple out and make sure everyone is
well our of the way. If there is no
danger of fire or cxplosion, leave
injured people where they are
uneil trained medical help arnives,
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4. If you are trained in first aid, In a collision where no one is injured 3. Give all possible help to police or
treat injuries in the order of Follow these steps ina collision where anyone whose vehicle has been
urgency, within the level of your there are no injuries: damaged. This includes giving
training. For example, clear the 1. If the vehicles are driveable, move police vour name and address,

person’s airway to restore breath-
ing, give rescue breathing or stop
bleeding by applying pressure
with a clean cloth.

8. If you are not trained in first aid,
use commaon sense: For example,
people in collisions often go into
shock. Cover the person with a
jacket or blanket to reduce the
effects of shock.

B. Stav with injured people until
help arrives.

7. Disabled vehicles on the road mav
be a danger to you and other
drivers. D}o what you can to make
sure evervone invalved in a colli-
sion 15 kept safe.

them as far off the road as possi
ble — this should not affect the
police officer’s mvestigation. This
is especially important on busy or
high speed roads where it may be
dangerous to leave vehicles in the
driving lancs. If you cannot move
the vehicles off the road, set up
warning sicnals or flares far
enough away to give other raffic
time to slow down or stop.

2. Call police {provincial ar local,

depending on where the collision
takes place). By law, vou must
report any collision to the police
where there are injurics or dam-
age 1o vehicles or properry
exceedmge $1,000,

the name and address of the rep-
istered awner of the vehicle, the
vehicle plate and permit number
and the liability msurance card.

4. (et the names, addresses and
phone numbers of all witnesses.

5. If damage is less than $1,000,
you are stll required by law to
exchange information with anvene
whose vehicle has been damaged.
However, the collision does not
have to be reported to the police.

B. Contact your insurance company
as soon as possible if vou intend
to make a claim.
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TRAFFIC SIGNS AND LIGHTS

Traffic laws include the traffic signs
and lights, pedestrian signals and
pavement markings that tell drivers
and other road users what they must
do m certain sitnatons. This
chapter shows you what many of
those signs, lights and markings
look like and explains what they
mean to drivers.

l. Signs

Traffic signs give you important
mtormation about the law, warn
you about dangerous conditions and
help you find your way. Signs use
different symbaols, colours and
shapes for casy dentification.

Here are some of the many signs
you will see on Onrario roads:

A stop sign is

eighr-sided and has

a red background

with whire letters,

It means you must

Come T a COmDIEEE
stop. Stop at the stop line if it is
marked on the pavement. If there is
no stop line, stop at the crosswalk,
marked or noc. If there is no cross-
walk, stop at the edge of the side-
walk. If there s no sidewalk, stop at
the edge of the mtersection. Wait until
the way is clear before entering the
infersection,

A school zone sign
1% fivessided and has
a blue backeround
with white symbols.
It warns that vou
are Coming o a
schoal zone, Slow down, drive with
extra caution, and watch for children.




DA EE

. Signs

A yield sign 15 a tri-
angle with a white
background and a
red border. Tt means
vou must let traffic
in the intersection or
close to it go first,
Stop if necessary
and go only when
the way is clear,

A railway crossing
sign 15 N-shaped
with a white back-
ground and red out-
line, Tr warns that
ratlway tracks cross
the road. Warch for
this sign. Slow down
and look both ways
for trains. Be pre-
pared to stop.

There are four other kinds of signs:

regulatory, wamning, temporary
condinons, and infoermation and
direction.

Regulatory signs

These signs mive a direction that
must be oheyed. They are usually
rectangular or square with a white
or ack background and hlack,
white or coloured letrers.

A sien with a green circle means
vou may or muost do the activity
shown inside the ring. A red circle
with a line through it means che
activity shown is not allowed,

Here are some commaon
regulatory signs:

This road is an
official bicycle route.
Wartch tor cvclists
and be prepared to
share the road with
them,

You may park in
the area berween
the signs during the
times posted. (Used
in pairs or groups. )

Snowmobiles may
use this road.




Do not enter
this road.

e % Do notstop in the
area berween the
signs. This means you

< » may not stop your

v 7/ wvchicle in this area,

even fUT a moment.
(Used in pairs or groups.)

[}o not stand in the

NO area berween the
STANDING]  signs. This means
* } }"{}il m:l}’ ok .'it{]‘P

vour vehicle in this
area except while
loading or unloading passengers.
(Used in pairs or groups.}

Do not park in the
area between the
siens. This means
yOu may not stop
vour vehicle except
to load or unload
passengers or merchandise. (Used
in pairs or groups.)

‘ i
v

Do not turn left at
the meersection,

D not drive
through the
intersection.

Do not turn to go

| i the opposite
direction. {U-turn)

@RS

Tom- P

4 m-bm
MO -1

=

AY FEERIT

TRAFFIC S16MS AND LIGHTS

Do not turn righe
when facing a red
light ar the inter-
section,

Do not turn left
during the times
shown.

This parking space
is only for vehicles
displaving a valid
Dyisabled Person
Parking Permir.

Mo bicvcles allowed
on this road.




Mo pedestrians
allowed an this road.

Keep to the right of
the traffic island.

Speed limit changes
ahcad.

D noe pass
on this road.

SLOWER
TRAFFIC
KEEP
RIGHT

[ MAXIMUM | 2
s e

Slow traffic on mulo-
lane roads must keep

The speed
limit i this
zone 1% lower
during school
hours.
Ohserve the
speed limit
shown when
the yellow
lights are
Hashing.

These signs,
abave the
road or on
the pavement
before an
intersection, tell drivers the direction
they must rravel. For example: the
driver in lane one muost turn left the
driver in lane tero must turm left or
go straight ahead; and the driver in
lane three must turn right.

S

© © O

Traffic may
teavel in one
direction only,

CEDESTRUN This 1= a
pedestrian
X HERE 10 Crossing or
CROS5ING Crossover. You

must vield the
right-of-way
to pedestrians.



.

NO
STANDING

BY FERMIT

*DHL‘I’*

—

This sign, above
the road or on
the ground,
means the lane is
only for rwo-way
left turns.

This sign reserves
curh area for
vehicles display-
ing a valid
Disabled Person
Parking Permir
picking up and
dropping off
passengers with
disahilities.

These signs
mean lanes are
only for specific
types of vehicles,
either all the
time or during
certain hours.
Dnfferent
symbols are
used for the dif-
ferent fypus of
vehicles. They
include: buses,
taxis, vehicles
with three or
more people,
and bicycles.

TRAFFIC SIGNS AND LIGHTS

Keep to the right
lane except
when passing
on rwo-lane
sections where
climbing lanes
are provided.

&5
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l. Signs

Warning signs

These signs warn of dangerous or
unusual condintons ahead such as a
curve, turn, dip or sideroad. They
are usually diamond-shaped and
have a yellow background with
black letters or symbols.

Here are some commaon
WATTINE, SIENs:

Martow bridge
ahead,

Road branching off
ahead.

& SIS @

Intersection ahead.
The arrow shows
which direction of
tratfic has the right-
of-way.

Divivers on the
sideroad at the inter-
section ahead don't
have a clear view of
traffic.

Pavement narrows
ahead,

Slight bend or curve
in the road ahead.

60

km/h

Posted under a
curve warning, this
sign shows the max-
imum safe speed for
the curve.

Sharp bend or tarn
m the road ahead.

Chevron (arcowhead)
signs are posted in
groups to guide
drivers around sharp
curves in the road.

Winding road
ahead.



The bridge ahead
lifts or swings to let
hoats pass.

Paved surface
ends ahead.

Bicycle crossing
ahead.

Stop sign ahead.
Slow down.

Share the road with
oncoming traffic,

Pavement 15 slippery
when wet. Slow
down and drive
with caution.

Hazard close 1o the
cdee of the road. The
devwnward mes
show the side on
which you may
safely pass.

TRAFFIC SIGNS AND LIGHTS

The road ahead

15 split mto two
separate roads by a
median. Keep to the
right-hand road.
Each road carries
one=-way traffic:

Right lane ends
ahead. If you arein
the right-hand lane
you must merge
safely with trathic in
the lane to the lefe.

&7
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Traffic lights ahead.
Slow down.

Steep hill ahead.
You may need to
use a lower gear.

Twa roads going in
the same direction
are about to join
into one. Dirivers on
bath are equally
responsible for see-
ing that traffic
merges smoothly
and safely.

<

Snowmaobiles cross
this road.

Tratfic travels in
both directions on
the same road
ahead. Keep to

the righe.

Underpass ahead,
Take care if you are
drving a tall vehicle.
Sign shows how
much room you
have.

Bump or uneven
pavement on the
road ahead. Slow
down and keep con-
tral of vour vehicle.

Railway crossing
ahead. Be alert for
trains, This sign also
shows the angle ar
which the railway
tracks cross the road.

Sharp turn ar bend
in the road in the
direction aof the
arrow. The checker-
hoard border warns
of danger. Slow
down; be careful,



TRAFFIC SIGNS AND LIGHTS 4

Dreer regularly cross
this road; be alert
for animals.

Truck entrance on
the right side of the
road ahead. If the
sign shows the truck
on the left, the
entrance is on Thﬂ
left side of the road.

Shows maximum
safe speed om ramp.

Watch for pedestri-
ans and be prepared
to share the road
with them.

Watch for fallen
rock and be prepared

tor avoid a collision.

There may be
water flowing
over the road.

This sign warns vou
that vou are coming
to a hidden school
bus stop. Slow
down, drive with
extrd caution, watch
for children and for
a school bus with
flashing red lights.

These signs warn of
a schoal crossing.
Warch for children
and follow the
dirccrions of the
crossing guard or
school safery
patroller,
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l. Signs
Temporary condition signs

These signs warn of unusual tempo-
rary conditions such as road waorl
zones, diversions, detours, lane clo-
sures or traffic control people on the

road. They are wsually diamond-

Temporary detour
from normal traffic
route,

Survey crew
working on the
road ahead.

shaped with an orange background Traffic control Flashing
and black letters or symbols. person ahead. A lighes on
Dirive slowly and PRl he arrows

watch for 2 show the
HISTTICTONS. direction
ta Follow.

Here are some common temporary
condirion sizns:

You are entering
a COnstrucrion
zome, Dirive with
extra L'Hlltilil'li iil'll.j

be prepared for a
BEGINS lewer speed limir.

Construction work
one kilometre
ahead.

Road work ahead.

70"




Pavement has
been malled or
srooved. Your
vehicle’s stopping
ahility may he
affected so abey
the speed limir
and drive with
extra caution.
Mororcyelists
may experience
reduced traction
on these surfaces.

Lane ahead 13
closed for road-
work, Obey the
specd limir and
merge with traffic
in the open lane.

Closed lane.
Adjust speed to
merge with traf-
fic in lane indi-
cated by arrow.

Do not pass the
pilot or pace
vehicle bearing
this sign.

Reduce speed
and be prepared
Lo Stop.

TRAFFIC SIGNS AND LIGHTS

Portable changeable message sign:
Reduce speed as indicated and
prepare for changing conditions
as described by the sign.

i
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l. Signs
Information and direction signs

These signs tell you about distances
and desrinations. They are usually
rectangular with a green backaround
and white letters. Other signs with
different colours guide you o facili-
ties, services and artracrians.

Here are some common mborma-
tion and direction signs:

Shows diree-
tions o nearby
towns and
ciries,

T BARRIE

ORILLIA

[ipLan > |

Shows the dis-
tances 1 kilo-
Metres o WS
and ciries on the
o,

KITCHEMER T2

LONDORN 164

E— Various exit

Street V ( sizns are used
on freeways.
In urban areas, many exit ramps
have more than one lane, Overhead
and ground-mounted signs help
drivers choose the correct lane 1o
exit or stay on the freeway.

m— V P Adwvance signs
Street LB uSE Arrows o

show which
lanes lead off the freeway. Signs are
also posted ar the exir.

CETTIIIIEE  Some informa-
Road tion signs

— B2 include a num-

bering system along the bottom of

the sign to assist emergency vehicles

in determining an appropriate route,

Sometimes one
or maore lanes
may lead off
the freeway. The arcows marching
the exit lanes are shown on the
advance sign in a yellow hox with
the word ‘exit’” under them.

Marning ffr

Avence i

Freeway inter-
changes or

___ED
Trafaigar Rd.

Georgetown exies have
Oakville numbers that
ik correspond 1o

the distance
from the begimming of the freeway.
For example, interchange number 203
on Highway 401 is 203 kilomerres
trom Windsor, where the freeway
begins. Distances can be calculated by
subtracting one interchange number
from another.
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; The term
tn A7 o .o [

Lendan Hamiltan

used o
describe the roads that must be
followed to reach a destmation.

These signs change according ro
traftic conditions to give drivers
current information on delays and
lane closures ahead.

Shows route to

passenger railway

STATION.

Shows roure
tor alrport.

Shﬂ“’ﬁ TOre £o
ferry service,

Shows facilinies available such as fuel,
food, accommaodarion or camping.

Shows tvpes of fuel
available:

D — diesel;

P — propane;

M — natural gas.

Showws facilioies thar
are accessible by
wheelchair
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I. Signs

STOP FOR
SCHOOL BUS
WHEN SHGNALS

FLASHING

THIS
LANE

Stop for school
bus when signals
are flashing,

Mo trucks in
this lane.

Mo trucks in
indicated lane,

Mo rrucks over 6.5 m Road forks
in indicated lane. P to the right.

Mo heavy trucks
permitted on this
roadway.

MNo trucks over
6.5 m in this lane.

permitted on permitted on this
this roadway. roadway berween the
hours of 7pm - 7am,

Heavy trucks % Mo heavy rucks

Tew- Tam




MAXIMUM
WEIGHT

10

tonnes

LOAD

RESTRICTION
IN EFFECT

tonnes

per axle |

| MAXIMUM
WEIGHT
< 00
<Al 00

LI 00
tonnes

Mo vehicles over
10 tonnes on this
roadwaay.

Mo vehicles thar
bear more than
5 tonnes per axle
permitted on this
roadway.

[ndicates different
weight restricrions
for different types
af heavy trucks for
a bridge structure.

DANGEROUS
60003 ROUTE

Class B roadway,

Trucks carrying
dangerous materials
permitred on chis
roadway.

Trucks carrying
dangerous materials
permiteed on this
roadway.

DANGERDUS
GOODS CARRIERS
PRORIBITED

SCHOOL
BUS
LOADING
ZONE

—

AFFIC SIGUS [

Trucks carrying
dangerous materials
are not permitted
on rhis roadway.

Mo vehicles con-
taining hazardous
materials permitted
on this roadway.

Schoal bus loading
zone, proceed with
caution.
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I. Signs

Trucks must Indicates that hori- Indicates that
TRUCKS ENTER enter inspec- zontal clearance : an upcomin
INSPECTION ¥ L ; peoming
STATION rion station does not allow L " structure
when signals room for another might not
WHEN LIGHTS FLASHING
are flashing, vehicle when strue- allow room
ture 15 being used ftor a tall truck, and should therefore
= by a rruck. choose an alternate route. ’
@07 ET Any trucks over
Express Toll Route | 3 TOTITIES TS
vehictes ver STomnes | have a valid Maximum vertical Tab indicates
Traneg 407 transponder 3.9"1 clearance of 3.9 m. WHEN that sign has

to use ETE. * FLASHING pertinence
when lights
are flashing,

Trucks are advised

to use a lower Lear
when travelling this
portion of roadway,

Trucks are
advised to
slow down
around this
curve due to
it’s smaller
radius.

Maximum vertical-
clearance of 3.9 m
under this
obstruction;




MAXIMUM -]f'gucks m.rr:r TRUCK Ind_in.‘attl_'.'s an ) FIRE TRUCK lndimti_:s an
2 tonnes are upcoming truck upcoming fire
I 0 advised not o ENTRANCE entrance and ENTRANCE truck entrance
use this roadway. vehicles should and vehicles
tonnes be prepared to vield to Trucks entering should be prepared to yield to trucks
: entering the roadway.

the roadway.

Indicates an upcom-
ing bus entrance

School bus stop
SCHOOL BUS ahead, proceed

STOP AHEAD |  with caution.

. Mﬁxluuu .'ﬂl.li"-"isﬁs T.['UI:I"QS Tir

use caution if they
< 00

are over indicared
weight restrictions
for their rruck type.

< 00
<00

tonnes

Indicates an npcom-
ing truck entrance
o the right and
vehicles should be
prepared to vield o
rrucks entering the
roadway.

on the right and
vehicles should be
prepared to vield
to trucks entering
the roadwary.

Indicates an upcom-
ing fire truck
entrance on the right
and vehicles should
be prepared to yield
to trucks entering
the roadway.
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l. Signs
Other signs

Here are some other common signs:

The slow-moving
vehicle sign 15 orange
with a red barder.
Motor vehicles mov
g slower than

A km'h must show
this sign ar the rear
when driving on a
road, unless they are
only crossing it.

78

The new driver
sign has a green
background with
black lettering.
Placed in the back
window of a vehi-
cle, it tells ather
drivers that the
driver 15 a novice.

Bilingual signs

Watch for these signs when driving
in designated bilingual areas. Read
the messages in the language vou
understand best. Bilingual messages
may be together on the same sign or
separate, with an English sign imme-
diately followed by a French sign.

SCHOOL
BUS TURNING
VIRAGE DAUTOBUS
SCOLAIRES




Traffic lights guide drivers and
pedestrians through mtersections
and along roads. They tell road
users when to stop and go, when
and how to turn and when to drive
with extra caution,

Green light

A green light means you may rurn
left, go straight or tarn right after
vielding to vehicles and pedestrians
already in the inrersecrion. When
turning left or right you must yield
the right-of-way to pedestrians
crossing the intersection.

Yellow light

A vellow — or amber — light means
the red light 1s about to appear. You
must stop if you can do so safely;
otherwise, go with caution.

TRAFFIC SIGNS AND LIGHTS

A red lighe means you must stop.
Bring vour vehicle to a complete
stop at the stop line if it is marked
on the pavement, 1§ there is no stop
line, stop at the crosswalk, marked or
not. If there s no crosswalle, stop at
the edge of the sidewalk. If there is
no sidewalk, stop art the edge of the
INLeTsECtion.

&
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Il. Traffic lights

Wait until the light changes to
green and the intersection is clear
before moving through it

Unless a sign tells you not to, you
may turn right on a red light only
after coming to a complete stop and
waiting until the way 15 clear. You
may also turn left on a red light if
you are moving from a one-way
road into a one-way road, bur you
must come to a complete stop first
and wait until the way is clear

Lights and arrows to
help turning vehicles
Flashing green lights and
green arrows direct driv-
ers who are turning.

Advance green light
or arrow
When you face a
tlashing oreen lizhe
or a left-pointing green
arrow and a green light,
you may turn left, go
straight ahead or murn
right from the proper
lane. This is called an
advanced green light
becavse oncoming traf-
fic still faces a red light
Pedestrians must not
cross on a flashing
green light unless a
pedestrian signal tells
them to.

Simultaneons lefi wrn
When a left-turn green
arrow is shown with a
red light, you may trn
left from the feft-turn
lane. Vehicles rurning
left from the opposite
direction may also be
making left turns
because they too face a
left-turn green arrow,

After the left-turn
green arrow, a yellow
arrow may appear. This
means the green light is
about to appear for
traffic in both diree-
tions. o nor start your
left turn, Stop if vou
can do so safely; other-
wise, complete vour
turn with caution,




You can still trn lefe
when the light is green,
but only when the way is
clear of traffic and pedes-
trians, If the light rurns
red when you are in the
ntersection, complete
your turn when it is safe.

Pedestrians must not
cross on a lefi-tum
green arrow unless a
pedestrian signal rells
them ro.

Yeansit welarity Sonal
Traffic and pedestrians
must yield to public
transit vehicles ar a
rtransit prioriry signal.
The round signal is on
top of a regular traffic
signal and shows a white
verrical bar on a dark
background, This allows
transit vehicles o go
throngh, tarn right or
lefr, while all conflicring
traffic faces a red light.

TRAFFIC SIGNS AND LIGHTS &
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Il. Traffic lights

Fully protected left turn

Some intersections have separate
traffic lights for lefe-turning traffic
and for traffic going through the
intersection or turning right.

When a left-turn green arrow
appears for traffic in the left-turn
lane, traffic going straight ahead or
turning right will usually sec a red
light. You may turn left from the
left-turn lane when vou face a green
arrow. Vehicles from the opposie
direction may also be rurning left.

Afrer the left-turn green arrow, a
yellow light appears for lefrturming
vehicles only,

Afrer the vellow lighe, a red lighe
appears for left-rurning vehicles
only. Traffic going straight ahead or
turning right will face a green light
Or green arrows pointing seraight
ahead and to the right.

In these intersections, you may
not begin turnmg lefe after the green
licht appears for traffic zomng
straight ahead or turning righe. 1f
the light turns vellow while vou are
in the intersection, complete your
turn wich caurion.




ll. Traffic lights

Fashing red hght

YU'LJ. MUust Come oo a
complere stop at a
flashing red light. Move
through the intersection
omly when it s safe.

Hashing vellow kght

A flashing yellow hight
means you should drive
with caution when

approaching and moving

through the mtersection.

Blank trafiic ights
During an electrical
power loss, raffic
lights at intersections
will not work. Yield
the right-of-way to
vehicles in the intersec-
tion and to vehicles
entering the intersec-
tion from your right.
Cio cautiously and
use the intersection

the same way you would use an
mtersection with all-way stop signs.

Traffic heacons

A traffic beacon is a single flashing
light hung aver an intersection or
placed over signs or on obstacles in
the road.

Flashing red beacon

A flashing red beacon
above an intersection
Or stop sign means you
must come to a complete
stop. Move through the
intersection only when
it is safe ro do so.

Flashing yellow beacon
A Hashing vellow beacon
above an mrersection,
above a warning sign

or on an obstruction in
the road, warns you to
drive with caution.

a3
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Pedestrian signals help pedestrians
cross at interscctions with tratfic
lights. The signal for pedestrians to
walk is a white walking symbol.

A flashing or steady orange hand
symbol means pedestrians must not
begin to cross.

A pedestrian facing a walk signal
may cross the road in the direction
of the signal. While crossing, pedes-
trians have the right-of-way over all
vehicles.

Where there are pedestrian
pushbuttons, a pedestrian must use
the button to bring on the walk signal,
Pedestrian signals give people more

time to cross than regular matfic hghes.

A pedestrian facing a flashing or
steady hand symbol should not
begin to cross the road. Pedestrians
wha have already begun to cross
when the hand signal appears,
should go as quickly as possible o
a safe area. While they are crossing,
pedestrians still have the right-of-
way over vehicles.

At intersections with traffic lighs
where there are no pedestrian sig-
nals, pedestrians facing a green light
may cross. Pedestrians may not
cross on a flashing green light or
a left-turn green arrow.

Intersection pedestrian signals

On a busy main road, an intersection
pedestrian signal helps people to
cross the road safely by signalling
traffic to stop. The intersection

pedestrian signal has one or more
crosswalks, pedeserian walk and
don’t walk signals, push burtons for
pedestrians, and traffic signal lighrs
om the main road only, Stop signs
contral traffic on the smaller, less
busy crossroad.

You must observe, obey the rraffic
rules, and use vour sale driving skills
to drive through these intersections.
{See Yielding the right-of way on
page 31.)




IV. Pavement markings

Pavement markings work with road
signs and traffic lights 1o give vou
important information about the
direction of traffic and where you
may ﬂl'ld may not Em\"i:].. P-EI.‘-"L‘IT.I.L'I'.I.E
markings divide traffic lanes, show
turning lanes, mark pedestrian cross-
ings, indicate obstacles, and tell vou
when it is not safe to pass.

Diagram 4-1

s Yellow lines separate traffic travel-
ling in opposite directions. Whire
lines separare traffic travelling in
the same direction.

TRAFFIC S16NS AND LIGHTS

Diagram 4-2

= A solid line ar cthe left of your lane
means it is unsafe to pass.
{*A should not pass.)

i,
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IV. Pavement markings

Diagram 4-3

» A broken line at the left of your = Broken lines thar are wider and closer together than regular broken lines
lane means you may pass if the are called continuity lines, When you see continuity lines on vour left side,
way 15 clear. "4’ may pass if there it means the lane you are in is ending or exiting and that you must change
are enough broken lines ahead o lanes if you want to continue in your current direction. Continuity lines on
complete the pass safely.) your right mean your lane will continue unaffected (Diagram 4-4: Above).

86




[iagram 4-5

= A stop line is a single white line
painted across the road ar an
mtersection. It shows where you
must stop. If there is no stop line
marked on the road, stop at the
crosswalk, marked or not, If there
is no crosswalk, stop at the edge of
the sidewalk. Tf there is no side-
walk, stop at the edge of the inter-
section.

Dizgram 4-6

» A crosswalk is marked by two

parallel whirte lines painred across
the road. However, crosswalks at
mtersections are not always
marked. If there is no stop line,
stop at the crosswall, marked or
not. If there is no crosswalk, stop
at the edge of the sidewalk. If there
is no sidewalk, stop ar the edge of
the intersection,

Diagram 4-7

= A white arrow painted on a lane
means you may move only in the
dircetion of the arrow.

a7




IV. Pavement markings

Digaram 4-8

= A pedestrian crossing — or o~
crossover — is marked by two Diagram 4-9
white double parallel lines across
the road with an X in each lane = Two solid lines painted on the pavement guide traffic away from fixed
approaching it. Stop before the objects such as bridge piers or concrere islands. Yellow and black markings
line and yield to pedestrians. are also painted on the objects themselves aswarnings.
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KEEPING YOUR LICENCE

l. Keeping your licence

Ontario has a one-piece plastic
drivers licence. The licence card
has a digitized photograph and
signature of the driver and a mag-
netic information stripe. All drivers
in Onrario should have a one-piece
licence card.,

You must carry vour licence with
vou whenever you drive.




0

|. Keeping your licence
Renewiny your licence

When your licence 1s due for renew-
al, vou will get a renewal applica-
tion form in the mail. Mosr drivers
are required to a pass a vision and
a written test at time of renewal,

If any tests are required, you must
renew your licence ar a Driver
Examination Centre. However,

if tests are not required, vou may
renew your licence in person at any
Diriver and Vehicle Licence Office,
or by mail, following the instruc-
tions on the renewal application,

If vou do not get a renewal appli-
cation form in the mail when your
licence is due for renewal, call the
Ministry of Transportation. You are
responsible for making sure you
have a valid driver’s licence. You
can renew an expired bus or trock
driver’s licence within one year with-
out taling a road test.

If vour licence has been suspended,
cancelled or expired for more than
three vears, vou will be regquired o
reapply for a licence in Ontario and
meet all the requirements of gradoa-
ted licensing including passing all the
required tests.

If you have any commercial vehicle
driver’s hicence other than a class ‘T
licence, you must pass a medical
examination every three years. You
will get a notice in the mail three
months before vour medical report
is due. You must go to a doctor
and get a medical examinartion. The
doctor will complete the form chat
vou must submit to the Mimistry of
Transportation, either by mail or in
person. If you do not file a medical
report, your class of cence will be
downgraded.

Commercial vehicle drivers aged
65 and older must pass a vision, wrir-
ten and road test every vear. For
drivers with a class ‘D hicence, annual
vision, wrirten and road tests are nec-
essary at 80 vears of age and older.




You must tell the Ministry of
Transportation within six days of
changing vour name or address,

You will need a new licence when
vou change vour address, Take the
change of information form to a
Driver and Vehicle Licence Office,
or mail it to the Ministry of
Transportation, PO. Box 9200,
Kingston, ON, K71. 5K4. The min-
istry will send you a new licence.
When you get it, destrov your old
licence and carry the new ane with
vou whenever vou drive,

If you change your name, you need
a new licence, Take the documents you
must show {see the chart below) and
vour current licence to a Driver and
Vehicle Licence Office. A new pho-
tograph will be taken. You will ger a
temporary licence to use until your
permanent licence is mailed to you,
Carry it with you whenever you drive.

There is no charge for getting a
new licence because you change your
name or address.

KEEPING YOUR LICENCE

The chart on this page shows the
documents you will need to change
your name on your driver’s licence,
If you don’t have the proper docu-
ments, the ministey will look at your
case individually,

5
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Drivers licence laws

It is illegal to lend your licence or let
someone else use it. Tt is also illegal ro
have an altered hicence, to use another
licence as your own, or to have more
than one Ontario driver’s licence.

Il. The demerit point system

The demeric pomt system encourages
drivers to improve their behaviour
and protects people from drivers who
abuse the privilege of driving. Drivers
convicted of driving-related offences
have demerit pomts recorded on their
records. (See the point system table on
page 93.] Demerit points stay on vour
record for two years from the date of
the offence. If vou get enough demeric
points, you can lose your driver’s licence.
If vou get six demerit points, you
will be told about your record and

urged o improve your driving habirs.

At nine points, you may have to
go to an mterview o discuss your
record and give reasons why vour
licence should not be suspended.

You may alsa have to complete a
driver re-examinaton. If you fail this
test, vour licence can be cancelled. If
you Fail o attend an interview, or fail
to give good reasons for keeping your
licence, vour licence may be suspended.

Ar 13 poinrs, yvour licence will be
suspended for 30 days from the date
you hand over vour licence to a
Driver and Vehicle Licence Office.
You can lose your licence for up to
two years if you fail to hand over
your licence.

After the suspension, the nomber
of points on vour driver’s record will
be reduced to seven. Any extra points
could again bring you to the mterview
level. If you reach 15 points again,
your licence will be suspended for
six maonths,



TABLE OF OFFENCES

Here are the demerit point penalties

for driving offences.

7 points

= Failing o remain at the scene
of a collision

= Failing to stop for police

B points

= Clareless driving

= Racing

s Exceeding the speed limit by
50t km/h or more

= Failing o stop for a school bus

3 points
= Diriver of bus failing to stop at
unprotected raibway crossing

4 points

= Exceeding the speed limit by
30 to 49 km'h

= Following too closely

2 points

= Exceeding the speed limit by
16 to 29 kmth

» Driving through, around or under
a railway crossing barrier

» Failing ro yield the night-of-way

= Failing to obey a stop sign, traffic
light or railway crossing signal

= Failing to abey the directions of
a police officer

» Diriving the wrong way on 3
divided road

= Failing to report a collision to
a police officer

» Improper driving where road
15 divided into lanes

= Crowding the driver’s seat

= CGoing the wrong way on a
one-way road

» Diriving or operating a vehicle on
a closed road

» Crossing a divided road where
N proper crossing is provided

e ra— —_ - —-

2 paints

Failing to lower headhghe heam
Improper opening of a vehicle
door

Prohibited turns

Towing people — on tobogzans,
hicyeles, skis, for example
Failing o abey signs

Failing 1o stop at a pedestrian
CTORSING

Failing to share the road
Improper right turn

= Improper left turm
= Failing to signal

Unnecessary sloww driving
Reversing on a divided

high-speed road

Diiver failing to wear a seat bele
Driver failing ro ensure that a pas-
senger less than 23 ke is buckled
into seat bele or child safery sear
Draver failing to ensure passenger
under 16 vears wearing seat belt
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lll. Other ways to lose your licence

You may also lose vour licence for
the tollowing reasons:

By law, all docrors must report the
names and addresses of evervone

16 vears or older who has a condi-
tion thar may affect their ability to
drive safely. Addiction to alcohol or
drugs are conditions thar affect vour
ability to drive. Doctors report this
information ta the Minstry of

Transportarion and ir is not given to

anyone else. Your driver’s licence
may be suspended unul new medical
evidence shows that the condition
does nor pose a safery risk.

Discretionary HTA suspensions
Your licence may be suspended:
= If you don’t tell the truth:
= in an application, declaration,
affidavic or paper required by
the Highway Traffic Act, its
Regulations or the Ministry
of Transportation.
= ahout vehicle liability insurance.
= Il you fail to insure your vehicle.
o If you are convicted of some
driving offenses, including careless
driving and driving 50 kmv/h or
mare over the speed limit,

Mandatory HTA suspensions

Your licence will be suspended:

= If you are convicted of failing to
stap for a police officer and the
court believes you willfully avoid
ed police during pursuit — that
you tried to escape the police.
i Your licence will be suspended
for a minimum of five years.)

= If you don’t pay a traffic fine
when ordered by the court.




Administrative suspension

Your licence will be suspended

immediately for 90 days:

= If you fail or refuse to grve a
breath or blood sample when
asked by the police.

= If your blood alcohol concentra-
tion 15 more than 80 milligrams in
100 mallilitres of hlood (L08).

This suspension takes effect while
vou are still at the roadside or at the
police station. Ir is an administrative
suspension by the Registrar of
Maotor WVehicles and is separate from
any criminal charges or prosecution
that may also take place.

Your licence will be cancelled:

o If you fail a driver’s re-examination.

= I you don’t pay your reinstate-
ment fee.

« If vour cheque for licence fees 1s
not honoured by your hank.

= If vou voluntarily surrender vour
driver’s licence to the Ministry of
Transportation or it is surrendered

or returned by another urisdiction.

KEEPING YOUR LIGENGE

Criminal Code suspensions

You will receive a one-vear licence
suspension the first time you are
convicted of a Crimmal Code offence.
If you are convicred of a second
Criminal Code offence, your licence
will be suspended for three years, A
third Criminal Code offence will get
you a lifetime suspension from driving
with the possibility of reinstatement
alter 100 vears, Fourth tme offenders
convicted of a Criminal Code offence
are suspended from driving for life
with no possihility of reinstatement.
Convictions will remain on your
driver’s record for a minmum of

10 vears. The court may order that
the mandatory period of a suspension
for a Criminal Code offence be
extended.

5

5
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lll. Other ways to lose your licence

Your licence will be suspended if
vou are convicted of any of the fal-
lowing Criminal Code offences:
= Diriving or having care and control

of a vehicle while your ahiliry is

impaired by alcohol or drugs

= Refusing to submit to a breath west
for alecohal

» Failing or refusing 1o provide a
breath sample for roadside testing

s Diriving or having care and control
of a vehicle when your blood alco
hol concentration is more than

80 milligrams in 100 millilitres of

blood (08)
= Failing to remain ar the scene of

a collision to escape criminal or

civil liabihity
= Dangerons driving
= Causing bodily harm by criminal

negligence
s Cawsing death by criminal
negligence

Remedial measures

If you are convicred of a driving-

related Criminal Code offence, you

must complete a remedial program
before yon can get vour licence
back. There ate rwo types of
remedial programs:

s 1f you are convicted of a drinking
and driving related Criminal Code
offence, you must take the impaired
driving program called Back on
Tracle, delivered by the Centre of
Addicrion and Meneal Health. The
three-part program, which is avail
able across the province, involves
assessment, educanion or treatment
and follow-up. You must pay the
cost of the program directly ro the
program provider.

= If you are convicted of a non-
drinking and driving related
Criminal Code offence and have
no previous alcohol related con-
victions, you must undergo a
Ministry of Transportation driver
HNProvement inrerview.

If you have not completed vour
remedial program by the ome your
Criminal Code suspension expires,
vour licence will be further suspend-
ed vntil you have completed the
remedial requircments.

Reinsiatement fees
Suspended drivers muost pay $100 1o

have their hicence reinstated. This tee

does not apply to reinstarement fol-
lowing a medical or administracive
suspension of your driver’s licence.

|
|
|



KEEPING YOUR LICENCE

Driving under suspension
You may not drive, under any
circumstances, when vour licence is
suspended. 1f vou are convicted of
driving while your hicence 15 suspended
for an HTA offence, vou will have 1o
pay a fine of $1,000 to $5,000 for a
first offence and $2,000 o 55,000 for
a “subsequent” offence. (A “subsequent’
offence is when yvon are convicted
again within five years.) You may have
to spend six months i jail, or you
may have to pay a fine or do both.
Your licence will be suspended for an
additional six months,

There is a fine for driving when
vour licence is cancelled.

If you are found guilty of driving
while your licence is suspended for
a Criminal Code offence, you face
a fime of $35,000 o $25,000 for a
first offence and $10,000 o $50,000
for a subsequent offence within five
vears. You also face an additional sus-
pension (one year for a first offence;
rwo years for a subsequent offence)
under the FTTA, and up to two years
in prison and three years licence sus-
pension under the Criminal Code,

Driving While Prohibited

This is a prohibition order under

the Criminal Code Conviction,

When convicted of violation of order,
vou will get a suspension of one year
for a first offence or two vears for a
subsequent offence. Courts can order
longer prohibition, which will be
matched m length by a suspension
under the Highway Traffic Act,
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lll. Other ways to lose your licence

Vehicle iImpoundment Program

If vou are caught driving while your
licence is suspended for a Criminal
Code offence, the vehicle you are
driving will be impounded. This
applics whether the vehicle is bor-
rowed from a friend or family mem-
ber, used for business or employment
purposes, rented or leased. The vehi-
cle will be placed in an impound yard
for a minimum of 45 days. The owner
of the vehicle must pay the towing
and storage costs before the vehicle
will be released. This program
applies to all motor vehicles includ-
g passenger vehicles, maotoreyeles,
trucks and buses.

The Vehicle Impoundment Program
makes vehicle owners responsible for
ensuring that anyone driving their
vehicles is not suspended for a
Criminal Code conviction. People
loaning or renring their vehicles can
verify that a driver’s licence is valid
by phone at 1-900-365-6535 or
online at www.mto.gov.on.calenglish/
dandvicatalogue htm, You can also
get a driver’s abstract at Driver and
Vehicle Licence Offices or Service
Ontario Kiosks., There is a nominal
fee for cach licence checked.

impaired driving

Impaired driving, which means driving
when your ability is affected by alcohol
or drugs, is a cime in Canada. Your
vehicle does not even have to be moving:
vou can be charged if you are impaired
hehind the wheel, even if you have not
started to drive.




Alcohel
Dirinking and driving is a deadly
combination.

All drivers must be able to con-
centrate on driving. Even one drink
can reduce your ahility to concen-
trate, to watch out for and react to
things that happen suddenly when
vou are driving. With more alcohol
in your blood, you could have crou-
Ile judging distances and vour vision
may become blurred. Factors like
farigue, vour mood and how long
ago vou ate and how much, can
make a difference in how alcohol
atfects yvour driving ability,

The police have the nght to stop
any driver they suspect is impaired.
They may also do roadside spot
checks., When yvou are stopped by
the police, vou may be rold to blow
intr a machine rhat tests vour breach
tor alcohal — a roadside screening
device. If you refuse, vou will be
charped under the Criminal Code.
The police will also notify the

Registrar of Motor Vehicles and
vour licence will be suspended
immediately for 90 days.

If the readimg on the machine shows
vou have been drinking, you may he
taken to a police station for a breathal-
vser test. The breathalyser uses your
breath to measure the amoune of
alcohol in your bloodstream.

If you cannot give a breath sample
for some reasom, the police officer
can ask you to let a doctor take a
blood sample instead. If you are
injured and cannot give your consent,
a justice of the peace may authorize
a doctor to take a blood sample.

The maximum legal blood alcohal
concentration for fully licensed driv-
ers is 80 milligrams in 100 mullilicres
of blood (08). Any more than 01§ is
against the law.

If vour reading is less than .08 but
05 or more, or if vou register ‘warn’
on a roadside sereening device, the
police can suspend your licence for
12 hours. This keeps you from driving

(EEPING YOUR LIGE

until vour blood alcohol level drops.
You must give vour licence to the
police officer on demand. The police
will tell you when the 12-hour sus
pension will end and where to ger
vour licence back. Meanwhile, if
there 15 no one else available o drive
and no safe place to park your vehi-
cle, it will be towed ar your expense.
If your blood alcohol concentration
15 more than 80 milligrams m 100 mil-
lilicres of blood (L08), you will be
charged under the Criminal Code.
The police will also notify the
Registrar of Motor Vehicles and
your licence will be suspended
immediately for 90 days. Even if
vour blood alcohol concentration
15 less than (08, you can stll be
charged with impaired driving
under the Criminal Code,
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lll. Other ways to lose your licence

Drugs
Any drog that changes vour moaod
or the way you see and feel about
the world around you will affect the
way you drive, The Criminal Code
and HTA suspensions apply to driv-
ers impaired by alcohol or drogs.
llegal drogs such as marijuana
and cocaine are not the anly prob-
lem. Some drugs that vour doctor
may prescribe for you and some
over-the-counter drugs can also
impair your driving. Here are some
points you should remember:
= If you use prescription medicimes
or zet allergy shors, ask your doctor
abaour side effects such as dizziness,
Blurred vision, nausea or drowsiness
thar could affect vour driving,
= Read the informartion on the pack-
age of any over-the-counter medicine
vou take. Any stimulant, diet pill,
tranguillizer or sedative may atfect
vour driving., Even allergy and cold
remedies may have ingredients that
could affect your driving.

= Dirugs and aleohol together can
have dangerous effects, even several
days after vou have taken the drug.
Do not take a chance — ask your
docror or pharmacist.

Consider the consequences

Having vour licence suspended is
not the only cost of impaired driv-
ing. Depending on whether it is your
first, second, third or fourth offence,
you can be fined, sent to jail forup
to five years and prohibited from
driving for the rest of your life.

For impaired driving that causes
injury or death, the penalties are
even more severe. If you are convict-
ed of impaired driving causing bodily
harm, you may be sentenced to up 1o
10 years n prison. Impaired driving
causing death can carry a sentence
of up to 14 vears in prison.

If yvou have been drinking and
driving and are involved in a collision,
your insurance company may not have
to pay for damage to your vehicle. If
you are injured in the collision, your
medical and rehabilitaton costs may
not be covered.

If wou drive for a living, a licence
suspension could mean losing your
job. And when you do get your
licence hack, yvou may find vour
imsurance costs S0 to 100 per cent
more for ar least three years.




ADDITIONAL: INFORMATION

Orver the past years, it has become
ohvious that there is a need for
truck drivers to keep up to date on
legislation, regulation and policy
concerning rruck transportation.
That is why the Ministry of
Transportation offers CMV News
on the World-Wide Web; visit
httpafwww.mto.gov.on.calenghsh/
safetyviomuvi.
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|. Ontario’s Drive Clean program

Vehicles powered by gasoline and
diesel give off air pollutants and
mases such as oxides of carbon,
nitrogen and sulphur, hydrocarbons
and soor, These pollurants affecr the
quality of the air we breathe, our
health, crop yields and even the
glohal climare.

Hydrocarbons and oxides of
nitrogen react m sunlight to form
ground level ozone, better known
as smog. Smog is a major health
hazard responsible for respiratory
ailments and other illnesses.

Oxides of sulphur and nitrogen
combine with water vapour to form
acid rain, which damages our lakes,
forests and crops.

Global warming is the result of too
much carhon dioxide and other gases
trapping hear in our atmosphere.
Global warming could cause average
temperatures to rise, causing droughts,
crop failures, lower water levels and
more frequent and severe storms.

Ontario’s Drive Clean program is
designed to reduce smog-cansing
emissions from vehicles. Vehicles
are responsible for a substantial
amount of the pollutants in and
arcund our urban areas, but Drive
Clean testing of vehicle emissions
can help make a difference in the
quality of air we breathe,

If vou own a light-duty vehicle
thart is berween three and 20 years
older than its model vear, vou must
take vour vehicle for a Drive Clean
test every two years in order to rencw
its registration. If you are buying a
used vehicle thar is older than the
current model vear, the vehicle must
he tested to transfer the ownership
and put licence plates on ir.

Ontario requires all diesel-powered
heavy-duty trucks and buses province-
wide to pass an annual Drive Clean
emissions rest. All non-diesel heavy-
duty vehicles require annual reses if they
are registercd in the designared Drive
Clean light-duty vehicle program area.

For more information on
Omntario’s Drive Clean program,
visit www.driveclean.com or call
the Drive Clean Call Centre toll-free
ar 1-888-758-294949,




Il. Fuel-saving tips
Before the trip:

= Intlate tires to the maximum air
pressure recommended by the tre
manufacturer.

Carefully fill fuel tanks; do nor
over-fill; tighten the cap carcfully.
Allow room for fuel expansion in
haot weather.

Check the engine oil level; do not
over-fill.

Starting up:

s Reduce (:ranhng time. A well-
tuned engime should start within
30 seconds. Wait rwo minutes
before recranking if it doesn’ start
the first time.

Avoid pumping the accelerator
{masoline engines).

Use the choke correctly (gasoline
engines).

Llse the cold weather starting aids
correctly. Don’t use them to excess.
Reduce warm-up idling time afrer
starmng.

Meving out:
= Do daily wrip inspection before
starting a gasoline engine and
after starting a diesel engine.

» Move out soon and slowly.

= Dirive at low speeds initially. Cold
engines have high internal friction
until they warm up. High speed
driving on a cold engine causes
excessive wear and unnecessary
tuel consumption.

o Increase speed only when the
engine is warm.

During the m
s Low engine RPM saves fuel,
sov use progressive shifting,

» Manage your road speed. Ar high-
way specds, the faster you go, the
more fuel you will use with any
type truck on any route.

= Whenever possible run in the
70-90 knmv'h fuel-efficient range.
Faster or slower than that,
consumption will snffer

= Martch gear ro speed. You should

always be in a gear where your
RPM is as low as possible, ar least
200-300 RPM below the governed
maximum. You cannot get good
fuel consumption unless vou com-
bine efficient engine speed with
efficient road speed.

Minimize idling by shutting down
the engine whenever possible,
except in very cold wearher. Fuel
for comfort is a poor imvestment,
Maintain a steady cruise speed,
the lowest steady speed that will
permit on-time arrival at vour
destination,

When approaching an upgrade,
open the throttle smoothly and
shift down only when engine
speed makes it necessary.
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& ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Il. Fuel-saving tips
nneraum in tratfic:

= Anticipate how tmﬁic conditions
are changing and whar other driv-
ers will do. By looking ahead,
behind and to the sides, maintam
an efficient speed or make smaller
speed adjustments.

Selecr lanes with the smoothest
traffic flow,

Seleet lanes for efficient speed.
Maintain a space buffer berween
vour truck and vehicles ahead,
This will minimize speed changes
and braking. Lerting your butfer
shrink and expand will make vour
driving smoother and rtherefore
maore fuel efficient. The buffer will
also enable you to make safe lane
changes withouot slowing down.

A sood guide for vour space buffer
is four to six seconds’ following
distance under normal operating
condirions,

Summary:

If you learn and practise the follow-
ing techniques, you’ll be well on the
way to good fuel consumption;

s Use good starting procedures

s (et going ds s00m as you can

= Control your idling

= Bean RPM miser

» Use progressive shifting

= Maintain efficient engine speed

= Manage vour road speed

= Operare efficiently in traffic




. Sample questions for truck test

1. When travelling at less than the
normal traffic speed, what lane
should you use?

What colour light identifies a
snow removal vehicle?

3. Except when passing, how many
metres (feet) must be maintained
between commercial vehicles
travelling in the same direction
om a highway outside a city,
town or village?

4, Whar must the driver of a truck
do before entering a highway
trom a private road or driveway?

8. When a trucl becomes disabled
on a roadway during the period
when lights are required, at what
distance must flares or reflecrors
be placed to the front and rear of
the vehicle?

B. The maximum trailer length 152

1. When uncoupling a semi-trailer
unit, what 15 the next step atrer
lowering the landing gear?

8. What should tractor-trailer
drivers do while rounding a
right curve on a highway?

What is the maximum length of
any combination of vehicles?

10. When must a driver perform a
vehicle inspection?

11. When backing to couple a semi-
trailer, the fifth wheel opening
must be in direct line with?

12. When a load projects 1.5 m
{5 feer) or more over the rear
of a vehicle, what should it be
marked with?

13. When entering a freeway, you
should signal, then?

14. What does the gross weight of
a commercial vehicle mean?

15,

17.

18

You should, under all condinons,
drive at a speed which will allow
you To?

All vehicles, including load, are
limited to a height of?

Who is considered an “operator”
under Commercial Vehicle
Orperatar Registration? (CVOR)?

What factors affect the maxi-
mum gross allowahle weight of
a commercial vehicle?

A driver performs a vehidle
inspection and discovers that
some of the hrakes are our of
adjustment. What is required of
the driver?
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NOW THERE
ARE MORE
WAYS THAN
EVER TO
EXPRESS

Personalize your licence plates — with two to eight YO“HSELF'
characters, as well as a great choice of colour ! B

graphics. Then you’ll really stand out from the crowd.

Turn the page to find out more.




5 4 MNow you’ve got extra choices when creating your personalized
licence plate. We've introduced seven and eight characters. 5o you've
i got even more to work with — a minimum of two characters and

HELPING You right up to cight. Just think of the possibilities.

Every personalized plate is one of a kind. No one else can have the

B“ILD f., same plate as yours.

For more information and to order your personalized plates,

GHAHAGTERS call 1-800AUTO-PL3 (1.800.288-6758).

Or visit our website:
Www.mio. gov.on. ﬁafllgllsh{danﬁufvehinieﬂllm Mm
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Graphic licence plates are a hit! And now there are more than 40 choices
available. Support your favourite Ontario sports team, community or
arts organization, professional group or university. Or select a timeless
icon like the loon or trillium.

ADD SOME
COLOUR
WHERE IT
COUNTS.

For a totally unique look, add a colour graphic to a personalized plate
with up to six characters.

So express vourself — with colour graphics and personalized licence plates.

For more information and te order your plates,
call 1-800-AUTO-PLS (1-800-288-6758).
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Other Official Handbooks for You

Copies of this handbook and
others may be purchased from
a retail store near you, from a
Driver Examination Centre,
from a Driver and Vehicle
Licence Office or from:

Publications Ontario
50 Grosvenor Street
Toronto, Ontario
M7A TNE

or by calling

(4186) 326-5300

or 1-800-668-9938 (toll free)
(416) 326-5317 (fax)

: Tha @fficlal Truck Hanshook s 15.35 The Otficial Bus Hmuumt 3 TI 55 The nlrhll .u.- Ihsua Handbatk 5 18.85
Prepayment required by BN -TTB4-ETE I8N [-T7B4-ETEEN I8N [-T784-ET20-3
cheque or credit card —

VISA or Mastercard

All prices are subject to 7% 65T, and 5% Shipping Costs. Please add 12% 1o your 1013l pechase to cover 5T and shipging cost.




Everything you need to know is right here!

If you're applying for your class A or D driver’s licence in Ontario,
then this book is for you. And now there's more: up-to-date
information about basic rules of the road, signage, environmental
issues, licence suspensions and driving in adverse conditions.

The only official truck handhook.

Published hy the Government of Ontario

ISBN 0-T734-2721-1
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